What America’s friends should make of The Trump Show
Reasons to be both relaxed and worried
Apr 4th 2023

You have to hand it to The Trump Show. Just when you thought it had little left to offer, back it comes with a
blockbuster episode. This week it offered a sensational courtroom drama, as Donald Trump became the first
former American president to face criminal charges—34 of them in all. Those charges, which stem from three sets
of hush money, including one to a former porn star, allegedly involved falsifying business records and the violation
of campaign-finance laws. They are familiar, but lurid enough to grip an audience. Mr Trump has denied them all.
America is, as ever, bitterly divided in its reactions, but united in being glued to the spectacle. What should the
rest of the world make of it? Two contrasting reactions are in order.

One is to be relatively relaxed. All this may be a first for America, but not for other democracies, where taking
former leaders to court is pretty common. From France (think of Jacques Chirac and Nicolas Sarkozy) to Italy
(Bettino Craxi, Silvio Berlusconi) and Israel (Moshe Katsav, Ehud Olmert and now Binyamin Netanyahu), the list of
prosecuted former presidents and prime ministers is long. In Taiwan indicting ex-presidents verges on a tradition.
Brazil’s president, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, is back in office after a 580-day stint in prison. This week a former
president of Kosovo, Hashim Thaci, pleaded not-guilty to war crimes and crimes against humanity at a special
tribunal in The Hague. Though Mr Trump calls his legal reckoning “an attack on our country the likes of which has
never been seen before”, elsewhere such things have not obviously been a disaster for democracy. Often, it is
quite the reverse.

True, Mr Trump’s opponents have tried and failed to take him down by means of the political system. The House
of Representatives impeached him twice; twice the Senate could not muster the two-thirds vote needed to
convict him. America’s constitution deliberately makes the impeachment process hard. Mr Trump survived the
made-for-tv hearings of the House’s January 6th committee. Now the effort to punish him through the courts is
starting with what appears to be the flimsiest and most convoluted of the various legal cases threatening him. For
that reason, the indictment in New York looks like a mistake. But prosecuting a former president at least affirms a
core principle of democracy, that no one is above the law.

Serious soap

On another level, however, America’s friends should be alarmed. Many have spent the past two years in blessed
relief that Mr Trump is no longer in power, desperate to believe that, surely, given his misconduct after the
election in 2020 and his many troubles (from legal jeopardy to electoral setbacks and the rise of rivals), he cannot
return to the White House. Such insouciance, always naive, now seems reckless, too. The latest attack
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has strengthened Mr Trump’s status as the Republican front-runner, with a hard but plausible path back to the
presidency . That will start to influence countries’ calculations.

Take Ukraine. Its leaders will conclude that the possibility of Mr Trump’s return to power makes it all the more
vital to achieve military gains sooner rather than later. In Moscow Vladimir Putin will draw the opposite
conclusion, that he should hold out for a time when Ukraine’s main Western backer might have a commander-in-
chief who scorns the country and says Russia will eventually conquer all of it. Or take nato. Many have feared a
second-term Trump would abandon it. Fortunately, Russia’s aggression has strengthened the alliance and
expanded it. On the day Mr Trump appeared in court, Finland formally became nato’s 31st member. All of them
now have a greater interest in fortifying the alliance to withstand another Trump shock.

Of course, a lot could happen to prevent a new White House series of The Trump Show. Now that the Manhattan
case has created an American precedent for indicting a former president, it becomes more likely that other,
stronger cases will follow—on election interference in Georgia, for example, or on his mishandling of classified
documents. Legal imbroglios could yet overwhelm Mr Trump. Even if he wins his party’s nomination, thanks to his
strength with the Republican base, the broader electorate may punish him in a rematch with Joe Biden. More
twists in the soap opera are guaranteed. But America’s friends should remember the awful truth: it is reality, not a
show.
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What America has got wrong about gender medicine
Too many doctors have suspended their professional judgment
Apr 5th 2023

For many Americans, the great tragedy of trans rights is the story of how Republican governors and state
legislatures are stigmatising some of society’s most put-upon people—all too often in a cynical search for votes.
This newspaper shares their dismay at these vicious tactics. In a free society it is not the government’s place to tell
adults how to live and dress, which pronouns to use, or what to do with their bodies.
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However, nestled within that first tragedy appears to be a second—this time a tragedy of good intentions. On
different sides of the Atlantic, medical experts have weighed the evidence for the treatment of gender-dysphoric
children and teenagers, those who feel intense discomfort with their biological sex. This treatment is life-changing
and can lead to infertility. Broadly speaking, the consensus in America is that medical intervention and gender
affirmation are beneficial and should be more accessible. Across Europe several countries now believe that the
evidence is lacking and such interventions should be used sparingly and need further study. The Europeans are
right.

The number of children and teenagers diagnosed with gender dysphoria in America has soared. One estimate
found that there were over 42,000 new diagnoses in 2021, three times the count in 2017. Gender-affirming care,
as America understands it, stipulates counselling, which can lead to puberty-blocking drugs and subsequently
cross-sex hormones (testosterone for girls and oestrogen for boys—used, by one estimate, in 10% of cases).
Occasionally, there may be mastectomies and, very rarely in the under 18s, the construction of ersatz genitals
from flaps of skin or pieces of bowel. The goal is to align the patient’s body with the way that they think about
themselves.

Proponents say that the care is vital to the well-being of dysphoric children. Failure to provide it, they say, is
transphobic, and risks patients killing themselves. The affirmative approach is supported by the American
Academy of Paediatrics, and by most of the country’s main medical bodies.

Arrayed against those supporters are the medical systems of Britain, Finland, France, Norway and Sweden, all of
which have raised the alarm, describing treatments as “experimental” and urging doctors to proceed with “great
medical caution”. There is growing concern that, if teenagers are offered this care too widely, the harms will
outweigh the benefits.

As we report in this week’s briefing, one concern is that doctors have changed the safeguards built into the
original treatment design, devised in the Netherlands in the 1980s and 1990s. Twenty years ago, the typical
patient was male, with a long history of dysphoria. Children and teenagers with psychological problems besides
dysphoria were disqualified from treatment. These days most patients are adolescent girls. Their dysphoria may
be relatively recent. Some are depressed, anxious or autistic, but mental illness is no longer a hard barrier to
treatment. Do these patients respond to drugs and surgery in the same way?

It is unclear. And that is because the clinical evidence for intervention in broader categories of adolescents is
vague. A formal British review of the clinical evidence, prepared in 2020, found that almost all the studies in this
area were of poor quality; one in Sweden came to similar conclusions. When researchers find benefits, the effects
tend to be small. It is often impossible to conclude whether they are lasting, or how much the credit is down to
drugs or counselling or both. Some older studies suggest that, left alone, most children will naturally grow out of
their dysphoric feelings. The long-term effects of puberty-blockers remain unknown, though there are worries
about brain development and decreasing bone density.

Medical bodies build safeguards into their treatment protocols, but they vary. And in any case practitioners may
ignore them. Whistle-blowers say that some children and teenagers are being put on puberty-blockers after only a
cursory assessment. A growing number of “detransitioners”, who regret their treatment, say that they have been
left scarred, infertile, with irreversibly altered appearances and were unhappy with how their dysphoria was
treated.

America’s professional bodies acknowledge the science is low quality, but say they have a duty to alleviate
patients’ mental anguish. Some patients suffer regret in all medical procedures, from knee surgery to liposuction.
And they observe that the most shocking allegations about poor treatment are only anecdotes. Speaking on
American radio last year, Rachel Levine, assistant secretary for health and a paediatrician, was very clear: “There is
no argument among medical professionals...about the value and the importance of gender-affirming care.”
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Except that there is. And when medical staff raise concerns—that teenage girls may be caught up in a social
contagion, say, or that some parents see transition as a way to have a straight daughter rather than a gay son—
they have been vilified as transphobic and, in some cases, suffered personal and professional opprobrium.

Medical science is not supposed to work this way. Treatments are supposed to be backed by a growing body of
well-researched evidence that weighs the risks and benefits of intervention. The responsibility is all the heavier
when treatments are irreversible and the decisions about whether to go ahead are being taken by vulnerable
adolescents and their anxious parents.

What to do? To some, the uncertainties that surround medical interventions are grounds for an outright ban. In
fact, the lack of evidence cuts both ways. Perhaps, when proper trials are complete, their proponents will be
proved correct. The right policy is therefore the one Britain’s nhs and the Karolinska Institute in Sweden seem to
be working towards. This would promote psychotherapy and reserve puberty-blockers and cross-sex hormones for
a system in which patients would almost always be enrolled in a well-run clinical trial.

Ideally, American regulators would insist on trials, too. If the culture wars put that compromise out of reach,
professional bodies should uphold their own protocols by welcoming whistle-blowers and advance science by
calling on patients to be in trials. Sometimes, they will need to protest against illiberal laws. Above all, they should
not add to the tragedy.
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What is a responsible cyber power?
Britain’s principles for cyberwarfare are a good start
Apr 5th 2023

Russia’s cyberwar in Ukraine has been as reckless as its physical one. Its cyber-attack on satellites on the first day
of fighting mistakenly spilled over into almost 6,000 German wind farms. It sprayed “wiper” malware across the
country, irreversibly destroying data. And it directed attacks at civilian power and water infrastructure, adding to
the misery of its shells and rockets. It has been one of the most intensive cyber-campaigns ever conducted—and
perhaps the most irresponsible.

But what is a responsible cyber power? On April 4th Britain’s National Cyber Force (ncf) sought to answer that
question by publishing a document setting out how it views the purpose and principles of “offensive cyber”—the
disruption of computer networks, as distinct from cyber-espionage. It also revealed the identity of the ncf’s
commander, James Babbage, who has given his first interview, to The Economist.

Britain’s transparency is a welcome step forward. Cyber operations are shrouded in secrecy. They can spill over
into the computer networks that modern economies and societies depend on—a Russian cyber-attack in 2017
caused more than $10bn of damage. Their potential is also poorly understood. Many political leaders mistakenly
view them as strategic weapons to deter enemies.

The ncf’s new paper is important because it spells out a realistic and circumscribed view of cyber power. It says
that its main purpose is not so much kinetic—a digital substitute for air strikes—as cognitive. Russia’s cyber-
enabled disinformation is often aimed at entire populations. Britain says its targets are typically individuals and
small groups. A cyber-attack might, for example, tinker with their communications so they are paralysed by
confusion, or turn on one another.

The British example suggests several criteria to judge whether cyber power is being used responsibly. The first is

what sort of targets are chosen. North Korean hackers once attacked an American film studio because it released
an unflattering movie about Kim Jong Un, the country’s leader. Iran has attacked American banks in response to

sanctions. Russia has used cyber tactics to meddle in elections in America and Europe.

Another is how well attacks are calibrated. Are they precise in their effects and mindful of escalation? Or do they
hurl malicious code around wildly? Officials and experts have spent years debating how international law,
including the laws of armed conflict, apply to cyberspace. The Tallinn Manual, associated with nato, is one such
guide. Russian intelligence services do not pay much attention to this sort of thing, but responsible cyber
commanders need lawyers by their side.

A third test is how well cyber forces protect their arsenals. The hacking tools used by states are often powerful
and dangerous. They can cause considerable harm if they become widely available. In 2017 a North Korean cyber-
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attack spread ransomware worldwide in part by repurposing malicious code that had leaked out of America’s
National Security Agency (nsa). As more countries embrace offensive cyber operation, the security of their tools
will become a bigger issue.

Finally, cyber forces need accountability. Britain’s view of offensive cyber as a means of targeted psychological
disruption, rather than an all-purpose weapon of power projection, has much to commend it. But it also pushes
cyber power into the murky realm of covert action. Oversight of this is doubly hard: the work is both highly secret
and also highly technical. Lawmakers and judges often struggle to grasp the details.

For the time being, Britain’s approach is to be welcomed. Ten years ago Edward Snowden, a

former nsa contractor, sent shock waves through the nsa and gchq, its British counterpart, by publicly revealing
their industrial-scale intelligence collection in cyberspace. A decade on, the spooks seem to have learned that
responsibility requires scrutiny.

EXEHBIHAIN—IND—=¢[E?
EEDOYAN—EBFICBATSEAEIEBVNREI—FELD
20234F 4 A5 H

AYT7DI75AFICE T B4 N—8BFE, VENLCESFERKICEETLDOTHS. BEHRBLE
[CHEZBE YA N—KEL, BRoT M YDRNEERMK 6,000 WATIZKKE LTz Tz, T4
—] EFENBIIILVITEERICESFE, T2 EFAHEMICHIRL=, ToI2. REDEAPK
BOA VI JCHHEERMAET, EECOT Y FEICKIEBLGHEZLKRSIE =, ChiF. ThFET
[CIHONERLEFHGHAN—FHD 1 DO2THY. BT RILEFEELIDOTHS,

LAL. BEEBHEIVAN—NT—LEALGDESL5M, 4 A4 B, EEOERYA/N—F (ncf) [F. =
DEMITEZ DN, THEMFAN—] QVE1—F3y bI—VZEWETHI L) OBEMEREAI
ELHAN— ARABFHEFRAULTEDKSITEZTVINETRIXEEZLR L=, Ff=i NCF D
ASBETHEIPI—LRX - NRYTCOETEHLESMNL. Ta/ I X FEOBMMICHO TE LTz,

REDOZERALBEHLI REMETH S, A N\—FHREBEDOR—ILIZEFENTLS, 2017 FORTT
DY A N—KETIF 100 B FILLUEDHEENRE L& S (2, BRROBEFOARMEKEFEL TSI VE
A==V FT—VIZKRET HERRENH S, Ff-. TOHRERETIITEBEIA TGN, LD
BURHEEE(E, YA N—KRBZHZILET S -ODHRERERMAEL TS,

ncf DEFTLWR——[L, FAN—NRT—DHEEHWTRENLGREAZARTLTVWIRTEETH D, T4
N=—RT—DELGENIEF. ZEOTOHIIHMERARTHIEINLLOTELS, MENLELDOTH
BHERRTIND, AVTDHAN—IZXEBEHRIE. 2<DBHE. BREFREFRELTVD, KEIC
N ZDE2—5y FMEBE. BACNESLGIIL—TTHD, YA N—KEF., HIZE. BEICHT
ZL T, BALTHMESERY., EVCEBXSERYTEHIENH L,

REDOHIE, HAN—NT—HEREF S THRASATVEINESNZHET 5-OD N DHDEE
ERELTWS, -, EQXSBEMNREEINEINTH S, LBED/NYH—HT A ) HDOBRER
BOFERELEDE., EERKRELDOFBELREZAMLIZCENEBRIEZ o=, 45 VIFHRICH
MLTT7AVDDORITEZRELE-CEAHD, AVTIET AN HRI—0O v/ \ORBFIZFEHT H1-0HIC
YA N—EiMfZEEL TE,

H£E50&ED0F. RENEDEES FLABRINATLEINEWNS Z &, MBEERICTTHOA, TRAL
—JaVEEBHELTVWADEASD, Thed, BEDOHDIOI— FEERICESEFL DL, RONEE
FECEBRENYAN—XR=—X[CED LS ITEASINLZON., BAFEGRECEMRIIMELNTTE
BLTE =, nato ITEEET B TR YUY - =27l (. ZDES5LGEFEED1DTHD, AVTDHE
MEREIZDESBIEICHFYZIEEZLDOEWLS, EEHIH A N—BEEICIEIFELTLALEL,

113



F=ZDTA I, YAN—FHELENETEEORBEZRELTLEINEVNSIIETHD, ERIE
R33Ny Fx2o5Y—)LE, LIELIEFRATRRLELEDTHD, ThOMNESFIAIND L5120
F. DMEYDHELEL 5T AREENH D, 2017 F. LEBRBEOY A N—KE(E., 7A)HOERLLRKE
BER (NSA) WoRE LI-BELGI—FEBEFATSIILET, IUVLY I TEHAEDICEDEL,
FYUZLDELNKRBHLHAN—EHERATEILSICHNE, ZTOY—ILOREHET LY KRELHE
I2HEAHTL&L S,

RRIC, YAN—BRICEIHRATEENDETH D, WEHNLGY A N\—FHZE, EARFOEOHDHRER
HTRGLC, BHER D EMBEROFERE L TRADEENDEZA AL, MEBIETLSLDTHS.
LML, A N—NRT—ZHETHOREANERLLELDTEH S, YA N\—T—DEREIZED
ERTHHEETHD, BELHNEDL. TOFHMZIEET SIDICHEFTTHI NS,

LE, ZREO7 TO—FREARADENIZRELDTHS, 10 FHl. NSADTRZHETHHIIFIT—F - X
J =T UlE NSA EZDREEANTH D gehq A YA N—ERIZH T P EEREDOFERINEEZTHo>TLD
CEERIZL, BEEEZ, TADD 10FE. RANAM=blE, BERICEIBEENDETHAHCLEFALE
o1

The case for an environmentalism that builds
Economic growth should help, not hinder, the fight against climate change
Apr 5th 2023

The sheer majesty of a five-megawatt wind turbine, its central support the height of a skyscraper, its airliner-
wingspan rotors tilling the sky, is hard to deny. The solid-state remorselessness with which a field of solar panels
sucks up sunshine offers less obvious inspiration, but can still stir awe in the aficionado. With the addition of some
sheep safely grazing such a sight might even pass for pastoral. The sagging wires held aloft by charmless, skeletal
pylons along which the electricity from such installations gets to the people who use it, by contrast, are for the
most part truly unlovely. But loved they must be.

If the world’s climate is to be stabilised, stopping electricity generation from producing fossil-fuel-derived
emissions is crucial. So is greatly increasing the amount of electricity available. With more generating capacity, it
will be possible to power motor vehicles and warm homes with electricity, rather than by burning dirty fuels.
Expanding access to power for people in the poorest countries will reduce emissions from biomass burning and
greatly improve living standards. More copious and reliable electricity will be needed for effective adaptation, too.
If heatwaves are not to become ever more lethal, grids in developing countries will have to reliably power wider
use of air conditioning in energy-hungry cities.
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The trouble is that the scale of the changes needed to adapt the world’s electricity grids is vastly
underappreciated. Too little investment is taking place. Planning rules get in the way. And, in a deep and
damaging irony, some of the biggest advocates of slowing climate change do not accept the logic that to do so
requires building more.

As our Technology Quarterly explains, expanding and greening the grid will be demanding—and phenomenally
expensive. A recent report by the Energy Transitions Commission, a global group of experts, sees the split in costs
between the new generating capacity needed for an ample supply of clean electricity and the distribution,
transmission and storage systems needed to make that supply useful as a roughly 55:45 proposition. The 45% that
goes on grids and storage comes to about $1.1trn a year between now and the middle of the century. For
comparison, the International Energy Agency, an intergovernmental think-tank, reckons that worldwide spending
on electric grids is currently around $260bn a year: far less than is needed and, tellingly, less than is invested in
upstream oil and gas.

In addition to investment in new projects, existing ones must be speeded up. Too many that need connections are
delayed by red tape, as are vital new transmission lines. Reforms to planning rules must make it easier to build big
and often unpopular bits of infrastructure.

If those plans are to work, and to do so legitimately, there also needs to be less objection to building in the first
place. That would make timid politicians more comfortable with legislation designed to streamline things; it would
hasten the arrival of essential new capacity; and, by reducing uncertainty, it would lower the cost of capital.

One way forward is incentives. Modern grids allow for more local energy markets; they make it more feasible, say,
to lower the cost of electricity to people who have a wind farm nearby, or whose land is needed for transmission
lines. A scheme whereby some postcodes in England have lower electricity prices when the winds spinning a
nearby turbine get stronger seems to have proved popular. Variable prices can both favour people near
renewables and improve overall grid efficiency.

The design of such incentives will be important. Research undertaken in Germany shows that when landowners
get money but the community at large does not, opposition can increase. Even when everyone gets a share,
enthusiasm may not follow; being offered money makes people worry about what, exactly, they are giving up.
Other European studies show that clear communication about the decarbonisation a project is designed to bring
about works in a way cash does not.

We had to loot the planet in order to save it

That leads to the crux of the matter. The strongest objections to building are often lodged in the name of the
environment, and by those keenest on a greener future. The skyline must be preserved, they might say, or the
woodland is too ancient to fell, or the colony of terns too important in and of itself.

But climate change is a problem of a different magnitude from almost all other environmental concerns, and of a
different kind. That it was brought to the world’s attention mostly by the environmentally minded is to the
movement’s credit. But it cannot be tackled merely with the values central to classical environmentalism. Those
most anxious to achieve the energy transition must acknowledge that more building is the most practical course
of action.

And it is economic growth that will make possible the building of new transmission lines, gigawatt-scale renewable
power installations and, indeed, the mines from which the minerals these things need are sourced. To demonise
it, as some environmentalists do, is to expose the world to more climate change, not less. Many environmentally
minded politicians now boast of the “green jobs” that their policies will bring. Seeking extra jobs makes sense only
in the context of the continued economic growth they make possible.

Those who believe there is no way to stop climate change through growth are fond of quoting Albert Einstein to
the effect that “We cannot solve our problems with the same thinking we used when we created them.” This has
two difficulties. One is that there is no evidence that Einstein actually said it. The second is that to change the way
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the world thinks, person by person, is a yet more ambitious task than changing the ways in which the world
generates and distributes its electric power.

If the energy transition cannot be achieved with the habits of mind already available, it is hard to see that it can be
achieved at all. For some of those who see themselves as green, that may be a counsel of despair. To those who
want humans to flourish on a planet they can care for, the idea of an environmentalism that builds must be a call
to action.
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Will Xi Jinping outsmart Emmanuel Macron?
The war in Ukraine is at the top of the agenda in Beijing
Apr 4th 2023

Emmanuel macron, France’s president, had hoped that his visit to China this week would demonstrate European
unity and support for his efforts to re-engage with the world’s second-largest economy. To underline the point, he
invited Ursula von der Leyen, the president of the European Commission, to join him on the visit from April 5th to
7th. The pair would speak with “a unified voice”, Mr Macron said.

The joint visit may instead highlight tension in Europe over how to handle China, given its escalating
confrontation with America and support for Russia during the war in Ukraine. Across much of the continent, public
attitudes towards China have hardened and policy is stiffening too, in part because of American pressure.

And yet many European governments and firms are keen to rebuild economic relations with China as it emerges
from three years of isolation caused by its draconian curbs on covid-19. They also remain deeply wary of American
efforts to contain China militarily and technologically.

Mr Macron, making his first visit to China since 2019, and Mrs von der Leyen, on her inaugural trip there in her
current role, will still stage a show of unity during trilateral meetings in Beijing on April 6th. In particular, they are
expected to urge Mr Xi to make clear that China will not supply lethal weapons to Russia, and push him to do
more to try to end the war in Ukraine.

In a show of Western cohesion on the eve of his departure, Mr Macron spoke to America’s president, Joe Biden.
The two expressed a “common desire to engage China and accelerate an end to the war in Ukraine”. Mrs von der
Leyen, meanwhile, talked to Ukraine’s president, Volodymyr Zelensky. She said the eu wanted “a just peace that
respects Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.”

In Beijing, Mr Macron and Mrs von der Leyen may echo Western calls for restraint over Taiwan, a self-governing
island that China claims. Its president, Tsai Ing-wen, was due to meet the speaker of America’s House of
Representatives, Kevin McCarthy, in Los Angeles on April 5th. China has threatened “resolute countermeasures”.
It has not elaborated, but when the previous speaker, Nancy Pelosi, visited Taiwan in August, China fired missiles
over the island and simulated a blockade.

As the European leaders’ visit progresses, however, their differences on China will become more apparent. Mr
Macron will accompany Mr Xi on a visit to southern China where Mr Xi’s father pioneered market-opening
reforms. Mr Macron is travelling with 53 French executives. Lots of business deals are expected. Mr Macron is no
China dove. But he wants “strategic autonomy” for Europe, and France to be a “balancing power”. Unlike many
American politicians, he does not seek to isolate or contain China. He sees it as a possible “game-changer” on
Ukraine.

Mrs von der Leyen, by contrast, has already upset Chinese officials by laying out a more confrontational approach.
In a speech on March 30th, she said Europe wanted to “de-risk” rather than “decouple” its relations with China.
But she called for tighter controls on Europe’s technology trade with China. She also voiced scepticism about
China’s peace plan for Ukraine, proposed in February. She said China’s stance on the war would be a “determining
factor” in its ties with the eu.

Some eu member-states consider Mrs von der Leyen too close to the Biden administration. But her speech
reflected a change in attitudes towards China across much of Europe. That began before the war in Ukraine, as
concern mounted over issues involving trade as well as China’s political influence and espionage operations.

In 2019 the European Commission declared China a “systemic rival”. A shift towards viewing China warily has since
accelerated, especially in eastern and central European countries where China has failed to deliver promised
economic benefits. Most are now aligning closely with America as a result of the war in Ukraine.
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China seemed taken aback by the tone of Mrs von der Leyen’s speech. It “contained a lot of misrepresentation
and misinterpretation of Chinese policies,” said Fu Cong, China’s ambassador to the eu. A letdown for China was
her suggestion that the eu’s Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (cai) with China should be reassessed. That
deal was reached in 2020 but was shelved after China imposed sanctions on European entities and politicians in
response to eu sanctions on Chinese officials involved in abusing human rights in Xinjiang. Chinese diplomats have
recently suggested a simultaneous lifting of sanctions to revive the cai.

The speech may have complicated Mr Macron’s plans. He had hoped to show the kind of unity that he engineered
when Mr Xi went to Paris in 2019, when he made sure that German and eu leaders were there to join him. Last
autumn Mr Macron wanted to make a joint trip to China with Olaf Scholz, Germany’s current chancellor. But Mr
Scholz insisted on going alone.

In theory, Mrs von der Leyen’s speech could still work to Mr Macron’s advantage by shifting public focus away
from his efforts to revive commercial ties and by encouraging Mr Xi to make his visit a success. China increasingly
sees Mr Macron as its main advocate within Europe, as Germany, its biggest economic partner, is consumed by a
political debate over its China strategy.

At the same time, with protests over his pension reforms continuing at home, Mr Macron faces more pressure to
secure a meaningful Chinese commitment on Ukraine. It would need to go beyond a simple expression of
opposition to nuclear threats or attacks, as Mr Xi conveyed to Mr Scholz.

One possibility is for Mr Xi to make a personal pledge, similar to ones already given by some Chinese officials, to
refrain from arming Russia. Another option is that Mr Xi schedules virtual talks with Mr Zelensky. Some foreign
officials had expected those to happen soon after Mr Xi visited Moscow in March.

Still, Mr Xi will avoid saying anything that undermines his relationship with Russia’s president, Vladimir Putin.
When Spain’s prime minister, Pedro Sanchez, visited Beijing on March 30th and 31st, he urged Mr Xi to speak to
Mr Zelensky and recommended the Ukrainian leader’s peace plan, which calls for the restoration his country’s
pre-2014 borders. But there was no public response from China.

If Mr Xi does give some ground on Ukraine, Mr Macron’s visit may well embolden Europeans who favour
economic re-engagement with China and worry about getting too close to America—especially if Donald Trump
wins the presidential election in 2024. It would not reverse the trend towards a tougher stance on China in Europe
but it could limit the speed and scope of the change. It could also complicate Mr Biden’s efforts to keep Europe on
board if, as expected, he further tightens restrictions on technology trade with China.

If Mr Macron fails to extract at least a rhetorical Chinese concession on Ukraine, he may weaken the case for
closer economic ties with China. He could also face more of the criticism that followed his failed efforts to talk Mr
Putin out of going to war. Mr Xi will no doubt exploit any French signals about a willingness to re-engage
economically, says Noah Barkin of Rhodium Group, a research firm. “The question is: will Macron be offering
something without getting anything in return?”

BHEEFIv=ZaTIL-2HoO EHLIKITAMN?
LAETIEDISATHENZBDOLAEZ LD D
2003454 4R 4H

TZVAMIT=aI)L - IV ABUKRHMEE. §8. PEZHBATSII LT, HAF 2 HORFXKET
HEIPTEEBUVREREFOHLODEB AT E2MMOBEREIFERTEFZHMEL TNV, COEF
MEAT A1=0IC, X4 BsBNL7BIZNTT, RMBEEEDIILRS - T+ - TT7 - SA4ATVE
BRZHDICHEO=, YUV OVKI[E, CO2 AN T#H—Shf-Fl TETELITHDBESS LT,

119



RENTAVDEOHIEHELSE, VI FAFTHETEOSTEXELEZCENG, SHEHOLREARM
FTLA, FEZESESIMNEVSERMDBREZFELYIZT 0L LGN, BRINKEDS < D
T, HEICHISEROEBERELL, BRI T AU HDEAICE>TEEILLTWS,

LMoL, Z<ORMOBAFPEEIL, FENIOF (ST HE L DRHINIZE - T 3 Fiifkl =0 IKEE
MolY 58, FELORFEFROBBEICERZEZTLTWNS, T, FEEH. BfMICHEZHLC
RADHESETETAVADEAIZH, BVERDZERELTLS,

2019 FLURAIOH THEZHM T SV O KE, BBTOMHMERST+Y - TIL - SATURA
(F. 4 A6 BIZAARTITON S 3 HERBETHREZETE—LT S EICHD, FHIS, PEASDITIZH
MG RFEHRB LGV EZHEICTEEISBRICEL. VIS4 FTTOHEEZRDLED-HIZH
2EBNTHES. BRERFLIDER OGN TS,

HEAR., IVAVKIETAVDDONA TUoRMBEESHK L., ARZEEOHRERZ R LIz, 2 AL THE
EEEIAH. IISATEEOREEZMESESL VS ELBEDEEL) 2XRKBALE, —A. 74> T
WeSATURAE, 99547040 F 43I - ELURFT—K#EELH L=, BEIE, EU IE
(D054 DEELELTREZEET HANELGHFE] ZLATWS LT,

RTIE, ¥ VKETHY - T AT URAIE, FELEEIEZEIRT IREICHT 5B8H %
KRODBBAKDEICRAT 50 LG, BEOERXE#MIE4A5B, O EILRTTEY - I
H—L—KTRERIZESFEL. dEE THEE LE-XREBE] 2FEL TS, FLIEHHALT
WEWLA, 8 BICRIBRD TV — - ROVENBEZEZHB LB, PEIEEELEICI A ILERS
L. HED I aL—2 3 ETo1=,

LA L. BUNEROGHFENETICONT, PEICEAT S2MEBEOEWNNIL YERICH TN Z55, <
VAVRIEFEKICEITL. BROXRBPNTIGHBRREDERE L G- -PEERZHBISIFETH

5, IVAVKIE, 53 ADTSURANBEE—HICKRITT 5. ZLOEDRAWMEINAFEINS, T¥
AOYVKEHRED/N MRTIEEZEL, LAL., HIZI—Ov/0 TEEMBER] 2E2ATHEY., 75VRIF
HEER] THEIREREEZTWS, 7AVIDELDBLAREFERAY ., BRITFEZMISE=
UHEHLRAHY LES EFLTWGEW, HIEFPEZVISAFREET (F—LFzoPv—1 I2HY S
HERTWS,

CHERFRRBHIZ, T4> - T FAT VKRR, LYRRHGET TO—FZITEHL, T TICHE
BAFREFREZIESE TS, 3 A30 HOFEETIK. BRMIIHELDEFEE TIVEET ) DTG
MRURY] Lo EdRz, LAL, RMOPEEDEMESZZLYELEET DL SHUHN
(Tf=o Ff. 2 AIZRESNEHRED VI 5S4 FHTEHEICLRENGRAZR Lz, T, PEDHK
FIIRT HEBE, EU EDBERICENT TREER] £G51255 LT,

EUMBEDHICE, T42 - TI SATUVRABPNATUBHEITETESEEZATVSELHD., L
ML, WERDERIE. I—AY N \DE OB THEICHT FBENELLL TS EERBRLTY
Do ENEVYSATEHFORMAGIHEFTE>TEY . EHZICHHLIMELTTELS, PEOBUAHFEEN
PRI FHIZHT HBENEE > TV,

2019 F, MMNFERFZFTEZE KFIEDSA/\L) EEE Lz, ZD#%, FEZZRMIZESLL T N
JLEL., HICPEIMIELE-EENANREZERTELLN > EERCHMOE R TlX,. PEFERIT 5 &
SM12H2TWS, D54 THEOHRE., REFRE. 7TAUHEBRFIEEL TS,

FEIE, 742 T SATURKADESRD F—VIZBOVTWWS LS, BEUXFENDT— - aVEK
. THEOBRIZOWT, ELDESERBEELRBLAESENTIV ] LRz, EICE>TES
S2=DIF. EUDHEEDEEICHET H2AEMNHRTE (cai) ZREIRESELEVWSHBEDEELE =, 2D

120



B & 2020 F(HFFE S NI=A, BV VIV BERTOAEREICES LE-hEBREFREICHT S
eu DHEFITHML T, PELSBMOEELCBUARICHIRZR LI LFSh-, FEOAREIT
RiL. FIEZERFFICARL T ZEESEHILZREL TS,

COERIE. RV OVRDHEEEHICLTLEEMB LALL, ¥/ OVKIK, 2019 EIZTEEAN
) EHNTIRIZ. FAYEEUDERASMT LS ICHEMITREIBHERERTEEFHFLTL
fzo EER, OB VKRIEFAYDBREHETHDIA T 7 - VI IVVKRERRTHEEZSFMT S L EH
BLTUW =, LAL, YalVRIFEMTITKZEEERLT=,

HERMICIEX, 7242 - TI - SATUEXRADERT. YV VKROBEEBEREZT~ADE LM S HE DR
DEZLHL, ROV PERNSELILSEBIIET, Y7 OVKICARNICEB S AEEELH S, F
ElE. RKOBEFN—FF—THS P IYHNDEHEKREZD CHBUARFICHITENSD, YV BOVKE
A—OyNIZETAXEELEEETELALT LIITHE LTS,

REFIZ, BERTREERECHT H2RENHONTEY., YV BAVKE. V754 FICHALTAERLGH
EDHRZRYMMTHILEICELNATINS, EDEHIZEK, BRAVILVVRIZEALLSG., BES
LK DB OKBADRME NS EMAERBICEEETLBVIENMBEES S,

—DODuEEMEE., ERABEAMIZ, T TIC—HOPERMFEGREN T -TVLWSLS5KLE, AVTAOKE
EEZBEVNSEHNEFTOIETHD, OV EDE. BEMNELUVRF—KEN—F Y ILEERKET
S5CETHD, BRENIBIZERYDZESRILI-#E. T CICERANRIBTHEFELTLESHEAE
BE L L=,

LHL. BAREFEFOSTOT—FUORMBELEOBAREELGES KS5LGREEHITILVELS, ARSA D
RFO-YoFzXAHMAIE. 3 A308L 31 BICERZHINIE, BRICELVRAF—KEFT LSRR
L. 2014 EYURIOEEZEET 2 LERHZVI (4 FTIEEEOFEMGTEEZHEL-, LHL., dE
NS DAMEEZXEA o1,

HLEBEFEND Y SATHET—ENESE LI-BE. IV O0CKOGMIE. FELEORFNLEBHA
EXEL, PAVAEDEAEERSTHI—OV/I\DAREERDITS5HE LA, 22024 FEOK
HMEETKFILE - FSUTERABFRILIZEE, BUNOX P RERBORNEEZ S LIETTEHEN
N, EEORE—FLEEREBRET S EIEAETHA I, £z, FTEEYDIEHLEOBEHEZORF %
SHCRIET S LIZHNE. XA TURLSEINELRAICDIFTE-ODENLEMIZELAREENH
%,

ROAVEND I SATRIBTOLECEIEEDLTOREDES Z5|ISHIT LIk TNIE. FE
EOBFEFRORBILERODEREZFHDZEICHY MG, T, T—FUoX#EZHREL T
FITHLRAFLVKIITTEODENITKBL-RZOL S GHFIICET o ENLA6EMEEL H D5, BEF
FEEVG L, BENEGHAEZBRATIERETRT IS VANV I FILEFIAT L1255, LHAERH
Rhodium Group @ Noah Barkin [ 5., [RIREX. ¥V OVK#HEBIIRRY ZROFT AN ZIRET D
M EVWSTEED

121



S — SR

How to fix the International Monetary Fund
The fund must get tough on obstructive creditors, but save them a seat at the table
Apr 5th 2023

Ever since it was founded in 1944, the imf has had to get used to reinventing itself. Today, however, it faces an
identity crisis like none before. The fund, whose annual spring jamboree kicks off on April 10th, is supposed to
provide a financial safety-net for countries in distress. Yet, although the poor world is in the throes of the worst
debt crisis in decades, the fund seems all but unable to lend. The fund has hundreds of billions of dollars of spare
firepower and has sought more from its members. However, since the pandemic began its loan book has grown by
a paltry $51bn.

The fund is paralysed because it is a multilateral institution that aspires to represent the whole world, at the same
time as being a club which is controlled by America and its Western allies. That worked when America was the
world’s dominant power and was intent on pursuing liberal internationalism. Now China is trying to build an
alternative order and America is turning inward. Unless the fund acts soon, its ability to do its job as a crisis lender
will be in question.

In its infancy the imf’s main role was to promote balanced trade and manage the Bretton Woods system of fixed

exchange rates. It was only when those arrangements collapsed that it shifted its focus to another of its missions:
providing emergency cash, with strings attached, to countries in crisis. From the 1980s, and especially during the

Asian financial crisis in 1997, the fund became known for its unyielding application of economic orthodoxy. In the
2010s it revised some of its views on austerity and capital controls, and tried to promote its softer side.

Today the fund’s role as a crisis lender is both shrunken and less successful. Many big emerging markets have
amassed vast quantities of foreign-exchange reserves to guard against currency crises. Some 30% of the fund’s
outstanding lending has gone to just one borrower, Argentina. The imf lends to countries like Egypt and Pakistan,
which are strategically important to America. But these have gained licence to put off reform indefinitely; the fund
has been urging Pakistan to mend its sales tax since at least 1997. And the imf is no longer the only crisis lender in
town. Gulf countries including Saudi Arabia now offer emergency cash, often using obscure methods, say by
depositing money at the borrower’s central bank.

The main problem is that China has become a big creditor to the poorest countries, whose needs are small but
urgent. Rising interest rates and the pandemic have left at least 21 in default or seeking debt restructuring, and
many more look fragile. Yet China is reluctant to participate in debt write-downs, in part because it objects to
the imf not bearing its share of losses—a vital safeguard for a lender of last resort. The fund has not overseen a
single write-down involving China since the crisis started.

Without them, countries’ finances may not be sustainable even as creditors are bailed out. America worries
about imf funds flowing into China’s pockets. Although many loans have been approved, most are supposed to be
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conditional on restructuring that has not been agreed on—much of the cash intended for Suriname, for example,
has been in limbo for more than a year. As the fund has floundered, China has boosted its own emergency
lending.

Together these trends risk making the imf irrelevant—just like another global institution, the World Trade
Organisation, which has also been sabotaged, this time by America. With debt talks frozen, the fund is conjuring
up new goals, such as lending to help with climate change. That has caused a turf war with the World Bank, which
is better suited to project finance.

The fund does not need a new mission. It needs the ability to get tough on rogue creditors. For some the solution
is for it to align itself explicitly with the West, perhaps by implementing restructurings that ban countries from
ever again borrowing from unco-operative official creditors. But even if such a policy were credible, it would be a
mistake to freeze out China entirely. Not only would it be against the spirit of the fund’s mission, but if countries
are forced to make a once-and-for-all choice between financial spheres, some may well choose China’s.

Instead the imf should make borrowers suspend payments on their debts to obstructive official creditors for as
long as a fund programme is active. That would circumvent and punish lenders that block restructuring, while
leaving open a path to their participation should they decide to behave constructively. The imf would remain open
and global. It would not push China away, but save a seat at the table should it choose to take one. Such a strategy
would echo the fund’s inclusive approach to several communist states in the cold war.

Though the imf should not close itself off, the sooner it can bypass today’s blockages, the better. Helping countries
in crisis is much harder and less glamorous than it used to be. But it is still essential.
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Is university worth it? That question once seemed a no-brainer. For decades young adults in rich countries have
flocked to higher education. Governments have touted college as a boon for social mobility and economic growth.
Yet as fees rise and graduate earnings stagnate, disillusionment is growing. A poll published by the Wall Street
Journal on March 31st suggests a crisis of confidence has worsened: 56% of Americans now believe a degree is no
longer worth the time and money spent on it.

For an average undergraduate, at least, this is not consistent with the facts. In most places, for most learners, the
financial returns to higher education remain extremely healthy. Yet undertaking a degree has become riskier. The
rewards for the best performers are increasing, but a troublingly high share of students see negative returns from
their studies.

New data sets, such as tax records, are illuminating this dispersion like never before. They can track how much
students taking specific courses, at specific institutions, earn in later life. In time that detail will help students
avoid the worst pay-offs and seize the best. Choice of subject and timely graduation matter hugely; choice of
institution somewhat less so. It could also be useful to governments tempted to crack down on “low-value
degrees”.

A boom in graduate earnings began in the 1980s in the rich world. Back then the difference between the salaries
of people who gain at least a bachelor’s degree and those who do not—commonly called the “college-wage
premium”—began to soar. In the 1970s an American with a university education was earning on average 35%
more than a high-school graduate. By 2021 that advantage had risen to 66%.

Recently the wage premium in many countries has either stagnated or begun to fall. And in places that actually
charge students for their degrees, costs have gone up (see chart 1). Tuition in England has soared from nothing in
the late 1990s to £9,250 ($11,000) a year, the highest in the rich world. In America, the out-of-pocket fee paid by
an average bachelor’s-degree student increased from $2,300 a year in the 1970s to some $8,000 in 2018, in real
terms, according to Jaison Abel and Richard Deitz at the New York Federal Reserve. (Students at public universities
often pay much less; those at private non-profits can pay a lot more.)

Yet the average degree remains valuable. In 2019 Mr Abel and Mr Deitz roughly estimated the annual financial
return on the money that a typical American invests in a bachelor’s degree. They conclude that the typical rate of
return for a bachelor’s degree is around 14%. That has dropped from a peak of 16% in the early 2000s. But it is still
a princely sum. And it is well above the 8-9% that American graduates were recouping in the 1970s, before
graduate wages, and tuition fees, began to soar. These calculations include not only fees but also the money
individuals might expect to earn if they were working full-time instead.

The average hides a very wide range of outcomes, however. Until recently economists seeking to identify the
winners and losers were mostly limited to surveys. The trend now is for governments, such as those of Britain and
Norway, to proffer hefty, anonymised databases showing actual earnings for millions of university-goers. That
makes it much easier to compare people like-for-like. The disaggregated data reveal that a high share of students
graduate with degrees that are not worth their cost.

In England 25% of male graduates and 15% of female ones will take home less money over their careers than
peers who do not get a degree, according to the Institute for Fiscal Studies (ifs), a research outfit. America has less
comprehensive data but has begun publishing the share of students at thousands of institutions who do not
manage to earn more than the average high-school graduate early on. Six years after enrolment, 27% of students
at a typical four-year university fail to do so, calculate researchers at Georgetown University in Washington, dc. In
the long tail, comprising the worst 30% of America’s two- and four-year institutions, more than half of people who
enroll lag this benchmark.

Dropping out without any qualification is an obvious way to make a big loss. Taking longer than usual to graduate

also destroys value (because it eats up years that might otherwise have been spent earning full-time). Both these
outcomes are common. Across the rich world less than 40% of people studying for undergraduate degrees

126



complete their courses in the expected number of years. About one-quarter still have no qualifications three years
after that.

Choosing the right subject is crucial to boosting earning power. Negative returns are likeliest for Britons who study
creative arts (less than 10% of men make a positive return), social care and agriculture (see chart 2). By far the
best-earning degrees in America are in engineering, computer science and business. Negative returns seem
especially likely for music and the visual arts. Using America’s available data to guess lifetime earnings by
programme is a stretch. But Preston Cooper at freopp, a think-tank, ventures that more than a quarter of
bachelor’s-degree programmes in America will lead to negative returns for most enrolled students.

What you study generally matters more than where you do it. That comes with caveats: the worst colleges and
universities provide students with little value, whatever they teach. But on average people who enroll in America’s
public universities get a better return over their lifetimes than students who go to its more prestigious private
non-profit ones, reckon the Georgetown researchers. High fees at the non-profits is one of the reasons why.

Earnings data in Britain call into question the assumption that bright youngsters will necessarily benefit from being
pushed towards very selective institutions, says Jack Britton of the ifs. In order to beat fierce competition for
places, some youngsters apply for whatever subject seems easiest, even if it is not one that usually brings a high
return. Parents fixated on getting their offspring into Oxford or Cambridge, regardless of subject, should take
note. But there is also evidence that tackling a high-earning course for the sake of it can backfire. Norwegian
research finds that students whose true desire is to study humanities, but who end up studying science, earn less
after ten years than they probably otherwise would have.

Men have more reason than women to worry that their investments in higher education will be a bust. That is
because they have a higher chance of earning well without a degree. University is a risk for those with mediocre
school grades as they often earn less after graduation than better-prepared peers who hold the same degrees.

In Britain the return from a degree is generally higher for South Asian students than for white ones, as they tend
to study subjects such as business, and generally lower for black students (compared with what people of the
same race typically earn if they do not go to university). In America, Asian students seem to have the least trouble
paying off their student debts, compared with white and black students.

Marks and markets

What are the implications of all this analysis? Already there are signs that the higher-education market is evolving.
People are already searching out better returns of their own accord at different educational stages. In America the
number of degrees conferred annually in English and in history fell by around one-third between 2011 and 2021.
The number of degrees in computer science more than doubled in that time (see chart 3). Others are skipping
college altogether. The number of people enrolling has fallen every year since 2011.

Institutions are also shifting by culling humanities. In February the trustees of Marymount University in Virginia
voted to abolish majors in nine subjects including English, history, philosophy and theology. Calvin University in
Michigan and Howard University in Washington, dc are among those which have abandoned classics. And
archaeology’s future at the University of Sheffield in Britain looks precarious.

Employers are adapting, too. Firms are becoming a bit less likely to demand that job applicants have degrees,
according to analysis by Joseph Fuller of Harvard Business School, and others. Tight labour markets and a desire
for more diverse workers help explain why. A few years ago some 80% of the jobs that ibm, a tech giant,
advertised in America required a degree, says Kelli Jordan, one of its vice-presidents. Now it is about half. “A
degree does not have to be the only indicator of skills that someone may have,” explains Ms Jordan.

Should governments amplify these trends? In Estonia one-fifth of an institution’s funding depends on meeting a
variety of targets; one relates to the share of students graduating on time. Similar systems exist in Finland, Israel,
Lithuania and Sweden. Australia’s government is trying to encourage learners to make socially useful choices. In
2021 it doubled what undergraduates pay to study social sciences, political science or communications and halved
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the fee for nursing and teaching. Students do not appear much moved yet, possibly because of the generosity of
Australia’s student-debt repayment terms. Britain’s government reckons it can alter behaviour by giving everyone
in England an online account listing a maximum cash sum that they are entitled to borrow from the state for
studies over their lifetime. The idea is to make school-leavers more parsimonious.

Others still splurge. President Joe Biden hopes that the Supreme Court will soon approve a plan, announced last
year, to write off a big chunk of America’s student loans. He also wants a more lenient repayment system. The
associated costs could mount to hundreds of billions of dollars over the next decade. Mr Biden also promises an
official list of “low-financial value” courses. More compelling is talk of preventing feeble programmes from
benefitting from federal student loans. But without an act of Congress this would mainly affect for-profit colleges
(which enroll only a fraction of America’s learners).

To many, a growing focus on the financial returns to higher education is crude. Graduates in public service are
bound to earn less than those on Wall Street. Many disciplines are worth studying for their own sake. Yet students
frequently tell pollsters that improving their earning power is a priority. Good returns are vital to the poorest
learners, for whom the financial burden of degrees is highest. Today bad degrees are surprisingly common. A
combination of better information, market forces and smarter policy can reduce their prevalence.
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Emmanuel Macron’s blunder over Taiwan
The French leader has made a dangerous situation worse
Apr 12th 2023

Chinese warships on April 8th once again encircled Taiwan, and fighter jets simulated strikes on the island. Asia is
at risk of an armed conflict that could draw in America, and engulf the region in a confrontation with even greater
ramifications than the one raging in Europe. It is a moment of high tension between superpowers, when
diplomatic words uttered by transatlantic allies need to be weighed with the utmost care.

Yet it was one of Europe’s most experienced leaders, Emmanuel Macron, who chose to mark his departure from
China, just as this military drill began, by declaring that it was not the continent’s business “getting caught up in
crises that are not ours”. In the name of “strategic autonomy”, he said, Europe should not be “followers” of
America on a crisis like Taiwan.

Mr Macron’s comments, made to a small number of journalists, were worse than unhelpful: they were
diplomatically dangerous and conceptually wrong. Though he later corrected them in Europe, the damage had
been done to his credibility and the West’s unity.

France’s president was not wrong to visit Beijing. It is reasonable, too, for Europe to conduct its own policy
towards China, however tricky it is to agree on a message. Having alerted fellow Europeans back in 2019 to the
strategic threat, Mr Macron is fully aware of the danger that an authoritarian China poses. Yet he fell head first
into two traps, presumably to the delight of China’s president, Xi Jinping.

Mr Macron’s first error was to further China’s ambition to divide Europeans and peel Europe from America. The
choreography of the trip contributed to both. He had hoped to display European unity, insisting to the Chinese
that he bring with him Ursula von der Leyen, head of the European Commission. But that idea collapsed under the
weight of Chinese protocol and the doveish Mr Macron’s desire to spend hours téte-a-téte with Mr Xi. Mrs von
der Leyen, who arrived after making a hawkish speech, got an hour or so in their company.

Mr Macron’s comments reflected a worrying failure to measure their broader impact. At a time when liberal
democratic powers need a co-ordinated show of strength, he rounded off his visit to an authoritarian ruler by
stressing that in such crises Europe should not be dictated to by Washington.

The second error was to undermine allied support for Taiwan. Diplomacy alone will not lower the risk of war. The
West also needs to bolster deterrence, without provoking the very conflict it seeks to avoid. France, with bases in
the Indo-Pacific, contributes more militarily to such efforts than any other European Union power. This weekend,
amid China’s drills, it sailed a frigate through the Taiwan Strait. That is to be commended. But what could have
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been a display of allied unity and resolve was undermined by Mr Macron’s suggestion that Taiwan is not Europe’s
problem.

What happens to Taiwan matters to Europe. If some Europeans do not want to fight a war, or are reluctant to
impose sanctions should China invade, that is for closed-door talks among allies, not public musings. Moreover, by
emphasising Europe’s autonomy from America, Mr Macron has made life harder for those Americans defending
their country’s support for Ukraine against domestic critics who wish the money were spent elsewhere.

At stake in Taiwan is the future global balance of power, as well as the protection of democratic freedoms and
advanced technologies critical to global trade. Those interests are shared by Americans and Europeans alike. Mr
Macron seems to think that he can successfully defend them by working independently. That is a delusion.
Together, America and Europe may or may not prevail. Apart, they will usher in a Chinese century.
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Can the West win over the rest?
In a more transactional world the price of influence is going up
Apr 13th 2023

It has become common to describe the world as divided between a reinvigorated Western bloc and an autocratic
alliance of China and Russia. Yet this way of thinking has its limitations. For a start, the West is not always united,
as Emmanuel Macron’s botched vanity trip to China demonstrates. And, more strikingly for the great geopolitical
contest of the 21st century, at least 4bn people, or more than half of the world’s population, live in over 100
countries that do not want to pick sides.

As we explain, these “non-aligned” countries are collectively becoming more important as the global order
fragments. States such as India and Saudi Arabia are making deals across the divide, and want to have more say in
world affairs. Make no mistake: this half of the world is so sprawling that it will never act as a bloc. But if you want
to understand why the oil price has spiked back over $80, or how supply chains are being remade, or the
prospects for peace in Ukraine, non-aligned countries are a growing part of the equation. Their ascent also raises a
big question: as China and the West vie for influence over these countries, who will prevail?

Non-alignment has a dubious record. It began in the 1950s as an alliance of developing states that were eager to
exert their new-found sovereignty amid rising tensions between America and the Soviet Union. Over the decades
the movement degenerated into grandstanding and anti-Americanism. Lacking cohesion, military clout,
permanent membership of the un security council, economic heft or a presence on the frontiers of tech and
finance, it had little power. In 1956 John Foster Dulles, America’s secretary of state, called non-alignment
“immoral”. By the cold war’s end, it was irrelevant.
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At first glance, today’s 100-plus ostensibly neutral countries still face many of the same problems as the non-
aligned movement did in the 20th century. They have too little in common to be as cohesive as the West, or even
the Sino-Russian alliance of convenience: huge democracies such as Brazil and India have few shared interests, let
alone a common agenda with a cash-rich monarchy like Qatar. They still rely on the West, China and Russia for
technologies, from semiconductors to weapons, and invoice much of their trade in greenbacks.

Yet it is a mistake to underestimate their role, for two reasons. First, their economic clout is rising. Consider the 25
largest non-aligned economies, or the “transactional-25” (defined as those which have not imposed sanctions on
Russia, or have said they wish to be neutral in the Sino-American contest). Together they account for 45% of the
world’s population and their share of global gdp has risen from 11% when the Berlin Wall fell to 18% today, more
than the eu. After decades of free-wheeling globalisation, their combined trade pattern is multipolar, with a three-
way split between the West, China and other non-aligned states.

Second, their approach to the world, shaped by their desire for national development, has become ruthlessly
pragmatic. They have turned into globalisation’s most unlikely defenders: from Mexico to Indonesia, they want to
trade freely with both sides of the geopolitical divide, while also seizing on the opportunities to profit as supply
chains are restructured away from an excessive reliance on China. Pragmatism also means they have limited
confidence in the institutions of the post-1945 American-led order such as the un or imf, which they see as being
in a state of disorder and decay. Western appeals to defend the liberal order or human rights are often seen as
being self-serving, inconsistent and hypocritical.

The result is a fluid, transactional approach to the world, as countries wheel and deal in an attempt to gain
advantage. The non-aligned often act alone, but sometimes work in concert. opec, the oil cartel, is being more
assertive; this month it cut production by 4% despite Western complaints. Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva, Brazil’s
president, is promoting a “peace club” to end the Ukraine war. And India wants to use its presidency of

the g20 this year to lobby for the global south.

You can expect these experiments at projecting power to be hit-and-miss—but to grow more ambitious. In tech,
India wants to export its “stack” of digital services. In defence, Turkey is selling more arms, including drones and
India is expanding its navy. In finance, the system for reinvesting trillions of petrodollars is becoming less centred
on the West. Given their limited responsibility for historic carbon emissions and their vulnerability to changing
weather, non-aligned countries will understandably seek more say over climate policy.

Even as most countries wish to avoid being forced to join one geopolitical bloc or the other, the superpowers are
nonetheless competing to win them over. China sees non-aligned countries as biddable, much as the Soviet Union
did. It offers dictators and democrats infrastructure, tech and arms with few strings attached. Yet over time,
vulnerable non-aligned countries will surely come to realise that a world in which might is right suits bullies more
than anyone else. Authoritarian China’s soft power has limits. The citizens of countries that take China’s money
are hardly queuing to emigrate to Beijing.

When the price is right

Nonetheless, the West needs to gear up to compete for influence. America and its allies must resist the
temptation to stoop to tactics that end up turning them into their autocratic opponents. Yet appeals to the liberal
order that was set up after the second world war will not be enough to win the argument. Instead, the West must
also engage with non-aligned countries in their own transactional terms, with a mix of carrots and sticks.

Some of the West's strengths are enduring: market access, technology and the free flow of information. Other
parts of its proposition can be improved, including by offering a more flexible network of security relationships,
like the one America already has with India; and other hard benefits, from debt relief to climate finance. The
emerging world order is a long way from America’s unipolar moment in the 1990s. But in the marketplace for
influence, the West can compete. Over 4bn people are keen to see what it has to offer.
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The lessons from America’s astonishing economic record
The world’s biggest economy is leaving its peers ever further in the dust
Apr 13th 2023

If there is one thing that Americans of all political stripes can agree on, it is that the economy is broken. Donald
Trump, who saw trade as a rip-off and his country in decline, came into office promising to make America great
again. President Joe Biden is spending $2trn remaking the economy, hoping to build it back better. Americans are
worried. Nearly four-fifths tell pollsters that their children will be worse off than they are, the most since the
survey began in 1990, when only about two-fifths were as gloomy. The last time so many thought the economy
was in such terrible shape, it was in the throes of the global financial crisis.
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Yet the anxiety obscures a stunning success story—one of enduring but underappreciated outperformance.
America remains the world’s richest, most productive and most innovative big economy. By an impressive number
of measures, it is leaving its peers ever further in the dust.

Start with the familiar measure of economic success: gdp. In 1990 America accounted for a quarter of the world’s
output, at market exchange rates. Thirty years on, that share is almost unchanged, even as China has gained
economic clout. America’s dominance of the rich world is startling. Today it accounts for 58% of the g7’s gdp,
compared with 40% in 1990. Adjusted for purchasing power, only those in Uber-rich petrostates and financial hubs
enjoy a higher income per person. Average incomes have grown much faster than in western Europe or Japan.
Also adjusted for purchasing power, they exceed $50,000 in Mississippi, America’s poorest state—higher than in
France.

The record is as impressive for many of the ingredients of growth. America has nearly a third more workers than in
1990, compared with a tenth in western Europe and Japan. And, perhaps surprisingly, more of them have
graduate and postgraduate degrees. True, Americans work more hours on average than Europeans and the
Japanese. But they are significantly more productive than both.

American firms own more than a fifth of patents registered abroad, more than China and Germany put together.
All of the five biggest corporate sources of research and development(r&d) are American; in the past year they
have spent $200bn. Consumers everywhere have benefited from their innovations in everything from the laptop
and the iPhone to artificial-intelligence chatbots. Investors who put $100 into the s&p 500 in 1990 would have
more than $2,000 today, four times what they would have earned had they invested elsewhere in the rich world.

One retort to this could be that Americans trade higher incomes for less generous safety-nets. America’s spending
on social benefits, as a share of gdp, is indeed a great deal stingier than other countries’. But those benefits have
become more European and, as the economy has grown, they have grown even faster. Tax credits for workers and
children have become more generous. Health insurance for the poorest has expanded, notably under President
Barack Obama. In 1979 means-tested benefits amounted to a third of the poorest Americans’ pre-tax income; by
2019 these came to two-thirds. Thanks to this, incomes for America’s poorest fifth have risen in real terms by 74%
since 1990, much more than in Britain.

For the world as a whole, America’s outperformance says much about how to grow. One lesson is that size
matters. America has the benefit of a large consumer market over which to spread the costs of r&d, and a deep
capital market from which to raise finance. Only China, and perhaps one day India, can boast of purchasing power
at such scale. Other countries have sought to mimic it. But even those in Europe, which have got the closest, have
struggled to become a true single market. Differences in bankruptcy laws and contractual terms, together with a
variety of regulatory barriers, prevent bankers, accountants and architects from touting services across borders.

The size and the quality of the workforce matters, too. America was blessed with a younger population and a
higher fertility rate than other rich countries. That may not be easily remedied elsewhere, but countries can at
least take inspiration from America’s high share of immigrants, who in 2021 made up 17% of its workforce,
compared with less than 3% in ageing Japan.

Another lesson is the value of dynamism. Starting a business is easy in America, as is restructuring it through
bankruptcy. The flexibility of the labour market helps employment adapt to shifting patterns of demand. Already
many of the workers in America who were laid off from Alphabet and other tech firms at the start of the year are
applying their sought-after skills elsewhere, or setting up their own businesses. In continental Europe, by contrast,
tech firms are still negotiating lay-offs, and may think twice about hiring there in future.

Americans should find the economy’s performance reassuring. If history is a guide, living standards will continue
to go up for the next generation, even as the country bears the costs of decarbonising the economy. Yet, resilient
as the growth record has been, there are shadows. The middle class has seen its post-tax incomes rise by less than
those of both the poorest and the richest. A group of people have fallen into hard times. The share of prime-age
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American men who are not in work has been rising for years and is higher than in Britain, France and Germany.
And life expectancy in America lags shamefully behind others in the rich world, mainly on account of too many
younger people dying from drug overdoses and gun violence. Tackling such problems should be easier when the
economy as a whole is growing. But America’s poisonous politics are no help.

In addition, the more that Americans think their economy is a problem in need of fixing, the more likely their
politicians are to mess up the next 30 years. Although America’s openness brought prosperity for its firms and its
consumers, both Mr Trump and Mr Biden have turned to protectionism and the politics of immigration have
become toxic. Subsidies could boost investment in deprived areas in the short term, but risk dulling market
incentives to innovate. In the long run they will also entrench wasteful and distorting lobbying. The rise of China
and the need to fight climate change both confront America with fresh challenges. All the more reason, then, to
remember what has powered its long and successful run.
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The Human Genome Project transformed biology
Yet for genomics to become a part of everyday medicine, the hard work is still ahead
Apr 13th 2023

Twenty years ago the Human Genome Project (hgp) unveiled a mostly complete sequence of the roughly 3bn base
pairs of dna found in every set of human chromosomes. The project was chock-full of ego and hype, but also
heralded the rapid improvements and dramatically lower costs of sequencing. This fed the success of the
burgeoning field of genomics, which has transformed biology and medicine—and still holds plenty of promise.

Genomics has added a new dimension to the study of life and evolution. It has helped scientists understand genes
and proteins, and how they govern the growth and function of cells. crispr gene editing—a way to precisely
modify the dna in cells—gives researchers a handle on cellular function and dysfunction. The first treatments
based on gene editing could be approved within a year. Plant scientists have acquired ways to create disease- and
heat-resistant crops.

The era of cheap genome sequencing opened the doors to biology as a data science. The data and findings from
the hgp came close to being hidden behind patents. Instead they were opened up to the public, which proved
crucial—a useful lesson for other big projects. Biologists’ databases now hold the sequences of millions of people
and other organisms. This has helped draw links between genes, traits and diseases and also enhanced scientists’
understanding of evolution.

Most of the revolution’s tangible effects have been in medicine. Screening for serious but treatable genetic
diseases is already possible. Cancer is largely the result of genetics gone awry. Sequencing the genome has
become a routine part of treating many tumours. Doing so allows doctors to work out which mutations the cancer
has and therefore which course of treatment is likely to work best.

Genomics will increasingly inform doctors’ decisions. Starting later this year, 100,000 babies in England will have
their genomes sequenced and screened for around 200 conditions. Each disease is rare; together, they affect
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nearly one in 200 children. Early detection means early treatment, and a higher chance of a better outcome. The
hope is that, in time, the precise variations in many hundreds of locations on a person’s genome will guide
doctors. They seem likely to become a factor in assessments of whether a patient is likely to develop conditions
such as cardiovascular disease and type-2 diabetes.

more can be done. Sequencing has fallen in cost from over S50m a genome at the end of the hgp to a few
hundred dollars today, but making it even cheaper and more convenient would allow it to be more widely
available. People’s genetic sequences need to be integrated into their medical records, requiring data
infrastructure, digitised records, and the setting of robust security and privacy standards. Scientists must also
continue to collect more diverse data, beyond those of patients in the rich world. That will help them understand
variations in the genome. Some projects, such as the Three Million African Genomes and GenomeAsia 100k, are
already under way.

The science will need to progress further, too. Researchers now have a decent understanding of diseases that are
affected by single genes. But they do not yet have a good grasp of how genes interact with each other. And much
is unclear about the interplay between groups of genes and people’s environments. Nature versus nurture was
once a popular debate in genetics but these days is largely seen as a false dichotomy. With genomes as with much
successful research, the more you find out, the more you realise that you do not have the whole story.
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How to worry wisely about artificial intelligence
Rapid progress in Al is arousing fear as well as excitement. How worried should you be?
Apr 20th 2023

“Should we automate away all the jobs, including the fulfilling ones? Should we develop non-human minds that
might eventually outnumber, outsmart...and replace us? Should we risk loss of control of our civilisation?” These
questions were asked last month in an open letter from the Future of Life Institute, an ngo. It called for a six-
month “pause” in the creation of the most advanced forms of artificial intelligence (ai), and was signed by tech
luminaries including Elon Musk. It is the most prominent example yet of how rapid progress in ai has sparked
anxiety about the potential dangers of the technology.

In particular, new “large language models” (lims)—the sort that powers Chatgpt, a chatbot made by Openai, a
startup—have surprised even their creators with their unexpected talents as they have been scaled up. Such
“emergent” abilities include everything from solving logic puzzles and writing computer code to identifying films
from plot summaries written in emoji.

These models stand to transform humans’ relationship with computers, knowledge and even with themselves.
Proponents of ai argue for its potential to solve big problems by developing new drugs, designing new materials to
help fight climate change, or untangling the complexities of fusion power. To others, the fact that ais’ capabilities
are already outrunning their creators’ understanding risks bringing to life the science-fiction disaster scenario of
the machine that outsmarts its inventor, often with fatal consequences.
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This bubbling mixture of excitement and fear makes it hard to weigh the opportunities and risks. But lessons can
be learned from other industries, and from past technological shifts. So what has changed to make ai so much
more capable? How scared should you be? And what should governments do?

In a special Science section, we explore the workings of llms and their future direction. The first wave of

modern ai systems, which emerged a decade ago, relied on carefully labelled training data. Once exposed to a
sufficient number of labelled examples, they could learn to do things like recognise images or transcribe speech.
Today’s systems do not require pre-labelling, and as a result can be trained using much larger data sets taken from
online sources. llms can, in effect, be trained on the entire internet—which explains their capabilities, good and
bad.

Those capabilities became apparent to a wider public when Chatgpt was released in November. A million people
had used it within a week; 100m within two months. It was soon being used to generate school essays and
wedding speeches. Chatgpt’s popularity, and Microsoft’'s move to incorporate it into Bing, its search engine,
prompted rival firms to release chatbots too.

Some of these produced strange results. Bing Chat suggested to a journalist that he should leave his wife.
Chatgpt has been accused of defamation by a law professor. lIms produce answers that have the patina of truth,
but often contain factual errors or outright fabrications. Even so, Microsoft, Google and other tech firms have
begun to incorporate lIms into their products, to help users create documents and perform other tasks.

The recent acceleration in both the power and visibility of ai systems, and growing awareness of their abilities and
defects, have raised fears that the technology is now advancing so quickly that it cannot be safely controlled.
Hence the call for a pause, and growing concern that ai could threaten not just jobs, factual accuracy and
reputations, but the existence of humanity itself.

Extinction? Rebellion?

The fear that machines will steal jobs is centuries old. But so far new technology has created new jobs to replace
the ones it has destroyed. Machines tend to be able to perform some tasks, not others, increasing demand for
people who can do the jobs machines cannot. Could this time be different? A sudden dislocation in job markets
cannot be ruled out, even if so far there is no sign of one. Previous technology has tended to replace unskilled
tasks, but llms can perform some white-collar tasks, such as summarising documents and writing code.

The degree of existential risk posed by ai has been hotly debated. Experts are divided. In a survey of ai researchers
carried out in 2022, 48% thought there was at least a 10% chance that ai’s impact would be “extremely bad (eg,
human extinction)”. But 25% said the risk was 0%; the median researcher put the risk at 5%. The nightmare is that
an advanced ai causes harm on a massive scale, by making poisons or viruses, or persuading humans to commit
terrorist acts. It need not have evil intent: researchers worry that future ais may have goals that do not align with
those of their human creators.

Such scenarios should not be dismissed. But all involve a huge amount of guesswork, and a leap from today’s
technology. And many imagine that future ais will have unfettered access to energy, money and computing
power, which are real constraints today, and could be denied to a rogue ai in future. Moreover, experts tend to
overstate the risks in their area, compared with other forecasters. (And Mr Musk, who is launching his

own ai startup, has an interest in his rivals downing tools.) Imposing heavy regulation, or indeed a pause, today
seems an over-reaction. A pause would also be unenforceable.

Regulation is needed, but for more mundane reasons than saving humanity. Existing ai systems raise real concerns
about bias, privacy and intellectual-property rights. As the technology advances, other problems could become

apparent. The key is to balance the promise of ai with an assessment of the risks, and to be ready to adapt.

So far governments are taking three different approaches. At one end of the spectrum is Britain, which has
proposed a “light-touch” approach with no new rules or regulatory bodies, but applies existing regulations
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to ai systems. The aim is to boost investment and turn Britain into an “ai superpower”. America has taken a similar
approach, though the Biden administration is now seeking public views on what a rulebook might look like.

The eu is taking a tougher line. Its proposed law categorises different uses of ai by the degree of risk, and requires
increasingly stringent monitoring and disclosure as the degree of risk rises from, say, music-recommendation to
self-driving cars. Some uses of ai are banned altogether, such as subliminal advertising and remote biometrics.
Firms that break the rules will be fined. For some critics, these regulations are too stifling.

But others say an even sterner approach is needed. Governments should treat ai like medicines, with a dedicated
regulator, strict testing and pre-approval before public release. China is doing some of this, requiring firms to
register ai products and undergo a security review before release. But safety may be less of a motive than politics:
a key requirement is that ais’ output reflects the “core value of socialism”.

What to do? The light-touch approach is unlikely to be enough. If ai is as important a technology as cars, planes
and medicines—and there is good reason to believe that it is—then, like them, it will need new rules. Accordingly,
the eu’s model is closest to the mark, though its classification system is overwrought and a principles-based
approach would be more flexible. Compelling disclosure about how systems are trained, how they operate and
how they are monitored, and requiring inspections, would be comparable to similar rules in other industries.

This could allow for tighter regulation over time, if needed. A dedicated regulator may then seem appropriate; so
too may intergovernmental treaties, similar to those that govern nuclear weapons, should plausible evidence
emerge of existential risk. To monitor that risk, governments could form a body modelled on cern, a particle-
physics laboratory, that could also study ai safety and ethics—areas where companies lack incentives to invest as
much as society might wish.

This powerful technology poses new risks, but also offers extraordinary opportunities. Balancing the two means
treading carefully. A measured approach today can provide the foundations on which further rules can be added
in future. But the time to start building those foundations is now.
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Why Africa is one of the most unequal continents in the world
Income inequality varies widely across countries
Apr 13th 2023 | KAMPALA

“Night and day my heart is bleeding,” sings the Zimbabwean artiste Winky D on his new album. “When | look at
the poor and needy, everything gone with the greedy.” It seems the authorities do not share his concern. Last
month the police stormed the stage mid-performance and shut down his gig.

Singers sometimes do a better job of chronicling African inequality than economists. With patchy data, measures
of income distribution have long been little more than guesswork. But researchers are starting to peer through the
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statistical fog and uncover new evidence about inequality—past and present. They describe a continent that is
staggeringly unequal in some parts and far less so in others.

Most data come from household surveys, which tend to play down the extent of inequality. One reason is because
questionnaires often ask people how much they consume, rather than how much they earn—and the rich rarely
spend all their income. Another is that top-earners are less likely to be sampled. Some surveys in Ivory Coast, for
instance, leave out French and Lebanese residents entirely.

In a newly published paper, Amory Gethin and his colleagues at the Paris School of Economics contrast evidence
on income and consumption, cross-check survey responses with tax records, then adjust the raw numbers
accordingly. Their method applies big assumptions to sparse data, but makes it easier to compare Africa with
other continents. If their estimates are right, then the pre-tax income of the top tenth of Africans is 54% of
national income. For the bottom half it is just 9%. The ratio between the two is larger in Africa than any other
region in the world.

Just as striking are the differences between African countries (see map). Southern Africa, where the richest tenth
gobble 65% of the cake, is in a league of its own. Inequality tapers off in western and northern parts of the
continent, where the lucky few get a 45% share. In those places, the income distribution looks more like America
than Brazil. They are still unequal, but hardly global outliers.

This diversity emerges from a convoluted history, argues a new paper by Ewout Frankema and Michiel de Haas,
both of Wageningen University, and Marlous van Waijenburg of Harvard. They argue there have been three waves
of rising and falling inequality in Africa, each characterised by different ways of accumulating wealth. The first,
beginning in the 17th century, was built upon slavery and the control of trading routes. A warrior class profited by
selling their fellow Africans to European and Arab traders.

The second wave washed in during the 19th century, as European countries colonised much of Africa. In general,
the most unequal countries were those with the most settlers. In southern Africa, racist regimes stole vast tracts
of land and imposed white-minority rule. Inequality also rose in places where the production of new commodities
required a great deal of capital, such as the deep gold mines in South Africa, or was based on plantations.

The three authors argue that the third wave runs from the 1950s to the present day. After independence some
governments grabbed the assets of their country’s Asian and white minorities, redistributed land or established
socialism, often with disastrous effects on growth. Then in the 1980s more countries began to turn to the free
market in the pursuit of growth and prodded on by the World Bank and the imf. But a commodity crash reduced
the money available for redistributive policies. Liberalisation was often blown off course by corruption as
privatised businesses or oil revenues were snaffled by insiders.

Curiously, this latest wave does not show up in household surveys, which find no consistent trends in inequality
within countries since 1990. One possibility is that policies that tend to increase inequality were offset by
equalising forces, such as abolishing price controls that kept farmers poor. Some academics argue that the era of
free capital flows has made it easier for tycoons to stow money away in tax havens, where the income it generates
is hidden. By one estimate, as much as 30% of Africa’s financial wealth is held offshore.

Development economists have generally been more concerned with poverty than inequality: feeding the poor is
often more urgent than counting yachts. But many are now realising that distribution matters, too. Although
economic growth is the best way to reduce poverty, its power is dampened in those African countries where
inequality is high, reckons Augustin Fosu of the University of Ghana.

My friends all drive Porsches

African governments have, for the most part, avoided interstate war. With little need for mass mobilisation, ruling
elites have rarely had to make the kind of grand bargains with citizens that built redistributive states elsewhere.
On average, African governments collect taxes worth just 16% of gdp. About half of that comes from levies on
goods and services, which fall on rich and poor alike. Politicians are often trying to squeeze more tax out of small
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businesses even as they grant waivers to multinational companies to encourage investment, notes Ayodele
Odusola, an economist at the un Development Programme.

Informal money flows can redistribute wealth. Urban workers send money back to the village; the devout give
alms to the needy; politicians hand out jobs and money to networks of allies. In low-income countries this kind of
support makes a much bigger dent in poverty than do state-run programmes of social assistance, according to
researchers at odi, a think-tank in London. But the impact on inequality is muted because the rich get larger
private transfers than the poor.

Norms of sharing and social views may be evolving. In many African societies there was a pervasive belief that
wealth comes from supernatural sources, says Ebenezer Obadare, a sociologist at the Council on Foreign
Relations, an American think-tank. Those beliefs have sometimes kept inequality in check, by implying that the
rich have become so through conniving with sinister forces. But the spread of Pentecostalism and its “prosperity
gospel” has turned money into a blessing from God, giving divine sanction to income gaps. Sauti Sol, a Kenyan
band, sings of believers squashed into shared taxis while pastors ride in bmws. Sometimes a catchy lyric says more
than a statistic ever can.
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Why the world should welcome competition from Chinese carmakers
Deglobalisation would be bad for drivers and the planet
Apr 20th 2023

If fresh evidence were needed of the importance of China to the global car industry, the Shanghai motor show,
which opened on April 18th, provides it. The world’s other big jamborees have been permanently cancelled or
downgraded, but China’s showcase has attracted 1,000 exhibitors from many countries with 100 new models on
show.

Only a few years ago Chinese cars were poorly designed and shoddily put together. Today they are mostly as good
as foreign ones in both respects, and surpass them in the software-driven digital experience that will define car
brands in the future. Yet for the world as a whole, the rise of Chinese cars will be more significant still. To curb
global warming, it is essential to replace carbon-spewing petrol-powered vehicles with cleaner battery-powered
ones. And China is both the world’s biggest market for, and maker of, electric vehicles (evs).

Vehicles powered by internal combustion have been a great success story over the past century, bringing mobility
to the masses and fat profits to shareholders. A handful of giant carmakers have made steady improvements to
their products and assembled ever more complex supply chains spread across the globe. This has brought greater
comfort and safety to passengers, as well as low prices. Competition from Japanese carmakers (which roared into
the fast lane in the 1970s) and South Korean firms (which did so in the 1990s) spurred innovation worldwide.

Today the industry, with nearly $3trn in annual global revenues, is experiencing its most radical upheaval yet .
Established carmakers are scrambling to electrify, improve their software and prepare for autonomous driving.

The disruption is in part a result of Tesla’s success, both as a maker of evs and as a firm that puts technology at the
heart of its business. But it is also caused by greater competition in China, where local firms, supported by state
subsidies, are winning market share from Western rivals. byd and Changan, the country’s two biggest homegrown
firms, now have a domestic market share of 18%, and sell around 4m cars a year. China’s carmakers are especially
innovative when it comes to infotainment and the seamless integration of smartphones. A healthy head start and
huge scale, meanwhile, have helped byd become a leader in evs at the cheap end of the market. All told, the
competition is leaving Japanese firms, once leaders, in the dust.
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The world’s drivers stand to gain from cheaper and greener cars. But can the race for market dominance
continue? China’s emergence as an ev superpower is taking place just as the geopolitical climate worsens, and
protectionism is finding greater favour in the West.

In America, where few Chinese cars roam the roads, tariffs on them are already forbidding. In addition, President
Joe Biden’s Inflation Reduction Act (ira) uses incentives and subsidies to try to turn North America into

an ev powerhouse, encouraging locals to buy domestically made cars and components. Fears also swirl that
sensor-packed Chinese cars might guzzle sensitive data. (China has barred Tesla cars from military bases and cities
holding party meetings, presumably out of the same concerns.)

In Europe, where Chinese carmakers are gaining a foothold and planning a big push, some domestic firms are
calling for higher tariffs. Politicians want an ira-like effort to protect the continent’s car industry, along with other
sorts of manufacturing.

KEDA 7 LML (I RA)

Risks to privacy and national security both warrant vigilance against the misuse of data by carmakers. There is a
risk, however, that these also become excuses for crude protectionism. That may preserve some domestic jobs,
but only by harming a much larger number of drivers. A sharp jolt of competition from Chinese carmakers would
force domestic firms to innovate harder. That should make evs cheaper, helping the planet, and better, benefiting
motorists.

Wheels, not walls

Chinese firms are racing to improve autonomous cars, and to make riding more pleasurable with software-
enhanced big screens, mood lighting and other goodies. Just as it was foolish to try to keep out Japanese and
South Korean cars, it would be foolish now to erect road blocks against Chinese ones.
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In Sudan and beyond, the trend towards global peace has been reversed
Conflicts are growing longer. Blame complexity, criminality and climate change
Apr 19th 2023

In sudan the laws of war carry no more weight than the rules of Quidditch. As two thuggish generals fight for
power, civilians have been murdered, diplomats attacked and patients evicted from a hospital so that soldiers can
use it as a fortress. The battle that began on April 15th could be the start of a full-scale civil war (see Middle East &
Africa section). But another way of looking at it is even gloomier. Sudan has endured a kaleidoscope of civil

wars for most of the time since independence in 1956. The mayhem this week illustrates an underreported global
calamity: the increasing duration of war.

DAaT4vFIE INVRR—IL - FyPR—L] ZREEDERLEIBRAR—YT, BERTEH—F
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The average ongoing conflict in the mid-1980s had been blazing for about 13 years; by 2021 that figure had
risen to 20. Since the Arab spring in 2011 a new wave of wars has begun and battle deaths have risen, bucking a
long trend towards greater global peace. The total death toll is hard to measure. Most victims die not in battle
itself but because war makes them hungrier and less able to resist disease. By one estimate 600,000 people
perished during Ethiopia’s recent crushing of the breakaway region of Tigray—more than in Ukraine—partly
because the government blocked aid to the starving. Globally, the number of people forced to flee from their
homes has doubled in a decade, to roughly 100m. And even as the world grows richer, conflict makes unlucky
countries swiftly poorer.

One reason why wars are lasting longer is that they are growing more complex. Most are civil wars in poor places.
Many have multiple belligerent groups, who must all be satisfied if peace is to stick. Between 2001 and 2010
roughly five countries a year suffered two or more simultaneous conflicts; now 15 do. (Pacifying Myanmar or
Congo, with their dozens of armed factions, would be hellishly hard.) And since 1991 there has been a 12-fold
increase in the proportion of civil wars involving foreign forces. Foreign meddlers bear fewer costs—their own
cities are not flattened—so they have less incentive to make peace.

Another reason is criminality. Nearly all civil wars rage in corrupt countries where power is a quick route to
wealth, spurring the unscrupulous to kill for it. (One of Sudan’s feuding warlords has reportedly made a fortune
peddling gold and mercenaries; the other leads an army with a business empire.) Meanwhile, the globalisation of
criminal networks makes it easier for rebel groups to deal drugs or launder looted diamonds.

The most worrying factor, however, is climate change. It does not directly cause war, but it makes it more likely.
When farmers are displaced by droughts or floods, they often move onto lands that traditionally belong to other
ethnic groups. In just one region of Mali, an ngo counted 70 conflicts, mostly over land and grazing rights. In the
Sahel, an arid vastness below the Sahara desert, climate change has disrupted livelihoods so badly that jihadist
groups find it easy to recruit. They promise divine justice—and stress that this means getting your pasture or
farmland back. Civil wars are already concentrated in hot, poor countries; as the climate grows harsher, the belt of
bloodshed around the equator will surely grow wider.

Compounding all these ills is a new atmosphere of impunity. If Russia can behead prisoners and China can commit
crimes against humanity in Xinjiang, smaller bullies may conclude that international law can safely be ignored.
Certainly, many are flouting it, from the bloodstained scrub of Burkina Faso to the torture dungeons of Syria.
America is distracted by superpower rivalry, and the un is hogtied by vetoes from Moscow and Beijing. The vast
resources rightly deployed to defend Ukraine will never be deployed to unscramble Sudan, even if outsiders could
devise a plausible way to do so.

Peacemaking is hard, but not impossible. In the short term, it is often wise to start unofficial talks long before the
belligerents are ready to talk openly. (It worked in South Africa and Northern Ireland.) Including more women and
civil-society groups in a peace process seems to make settlements more durable, and videoconferencing means
they no longer have to make hazardous journeys to be in the room. Including awful people is often necessary, too,
otherwise they may go back to fighting. There is a painful tension between justice and peace. The former
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demands that war criminals be jailed; the latter may require giving them cabinet posts. Finally, because all
conflicts are different and no peacemaking template works everywhere, it is helpful to experiment. Donors hoping
to rebuild war-ravaged Liberia backed a variety of projects. Training the police to be less predatory turned out to
make locals less likely to rebel.

In the long run, the most important ways to promote peace are to build better institutions in fragile states, and to
curb (and help people adapt to) climate change. Those tasks are vast, and could take decades. But the alternative
is a world where life is short in poor, hot countries—and war is long.
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How Japan is losing the global electric-vehicle race
Toyota, Honda and Nissan, innovators of yesteryear, are playing catch-up
Apr 16th 2023 | FUJI AND TOKYO

The green floors of jatco’s Fuji Area 2 factory hum with quiet confidence. Diligent inspectors appraise the gears
and pulleys that make up the Japanese car-parts maker’s transmission systems. Robots stamp parts and flip them
onto production lines. For decades, jatco, like the rest of Japan’s vaunted auto industry, has perfected carmaking.
Japan has been at the forefront of the industry, pioneering just-in-time manufacturing and leading the
development of hybrid cars. But the next big evolution—the shift to electric vehicles (evs)—has become a source
of angst.

So far, Japan and its carmakers are lagging in the race towards evs, the industry’s fastest-growing product area.
Battery-powered electric vehicles and plug-in hybrids (phevs) accounted for around 13% of all cars sold globally in
2022, up from 2.6% in 2019. In some markets, including China, the share is some 20%. But in Japan, it was just 2%.
The firms pulling ahead in the ev race include newcomers, such as Tesla and China’s byd, and established giants
such as Germany’s Volkswagen.

Japanese carmakers are not among them. None is in the top 20 for global ev sales, even though Nissan and
Mitsubishi released some of the world’s first evs more than a decade ago. Toyota, the world’s largest car
company, sold just 24,000 evs out of its 10.5m in total sales in 2022. (Tesla sold 1.3m.) Sales of Toyota’s first fully
electric model, an suv called the bz4x, had to be paused last summer due to defects that caused the wheels to fall
off.

Critics worry that this early stalling on evs could cause the wheels to fall off the Japanese auto industry at large.
Some see parallels with semiconductors and consumer electronics, industries which Japanese firms initially
dominated, then missed important trends abroad and ultimately lost out to nimbler competitors. A similar decline
in the auto industry, which accounts for nearly 20% of Japan’s exports and some 8% of Japanese jobs, would have
huge economic and social implications.

Japanese carmakers are revving to catch up. Toyota has a new ceo, Sato Koji, tapped in part to lead the company’s
push for electrification. At his first press conference on April 7th, Toyota announced plans to release ten

new ev models and boost annual ev sales to 1.5m by 2026. “We will thoroughly implement electrification, which
we can do immediately,” said Mr Sato.

Honda has plans to launch 30 ev models by 2030 and set up an ev joint venture with Sony last year. The company
pitched a corporate reorganisation taking effect this month as an “electrification acceleration”. In February Nissan
said it would release 19 new ev models by 2030; it now calls electrification the “core of our strategy”.

Japan’s slow start on evs stems in part from its earlier successes—or as Mr Sato of jatco puts it, it is a classic case
of the innovator’s dilemma. Industry leaders hesitated to embrace a new technology that might undermine areas
in which Japan leads, such as standard hybrid vehicles, which combine an internal combustion engine (ice) and an
electric motor powered by batteries that capture energy from regenerative braking (rather than charging with
outside electricity, as with phevs). Engineers at Japanese firms that fine-tuned complex hybrids were also
unimpressed by evs, which are simpler mechanically. “Within the industry, there are still a lot of people attached
to the engine,” Mr Sato says. Executives worried about the implications of the ev shift on their network of
suppliers such as jatco, given that evs require fewer parts and widgets than ices. Carmakers assumed eventually
switching gears to evs would be a cinch: “The logic was that when the time comes, we can easily shift from hybrids
to evs,” says a former executive at a large Japanese car company.

Japan also made an early wrong turn with hydrogen, another emergent auto technology with the potential to be
carbon-free. Toyota, Japan’s most influential carmaker, bet that using hydrogen fuel-cells would become the
leading way to electrify cars. Abe Shinzo, Japan’s prime minister from 2012 to 2020, championed policies to make
Japan a “hydrogen society”; in 2015, Toyota delivered its first hydrogen fuel-cell sedan, the Mirai, to Abe himself.
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While hydrogen may come to play a big role in decarbonising hard-to-electrify sectors, such as steel production or
fuelling long-haul trucks, it has so far turned out to make little sense as a technology to electrify light consumer
vehicles. Even in Japan, which has built a fair amount of hydrogen-refuelling infrastructure, Toyota has struggled
to peddle the pricey Mirai: the company has sold a total of just 7,500 fuel-cell vehicles in its home market.

While governments in China, Europe and America have increasingly subsidised evs as part of their climate policies,
Japan has done less to incentivise their adoption. The government has called for 100% of vehicles sold by 2035 to
be electrified. But that would include hybrid vehicles, in contrast to other governments which have defined the
next generation of vehicles more narrowly. Subsidies for fuel-cell vehicles remain much larger in Japan than those
for evs. Strict regulation has hampered the expansion of ev charging infrastructure: Japan has roughly one-quarter
as many public ev chargers as South Korea, its much smaller neighbour.

Nagging scepticism about ev technology explains some of Japan’s wariness. Japanese carmakers and officials are
“still questioning”, says Tsuruhara Yoshiro of Autolnsight, an industry journal: “Are evs what consumers want? Do
they provide value to them? Are they the best way to reduce co2?” Toyoda Akio, the previous Toyota ceo and
grandson of the company’s founder, liked to say that “carbon is the enemy, not the internal combustion engine.”
Even under Mr Sato, a protégé of Mr Toyoda, the company is sticking to what it calls a “multi-pathway” strategy
that sees evs as one part of a diverse fleet. “We think that the way to get the most carbon-dioxide emissions
reductions net overall throughout the world is to tune the solution for each part of the world,” says Gill Pratt,
Toyota’s chief scientist. For example, in developing countries, where renewable energy uptake has generally been
slower than in the West, traditional hybrids might offer a more practical and economical way to reduce emissions
in the interim.

But some think Japan’s carmakers are moving too late to catch up with the changing times in more developed
markets. “They are like the Tokugawa shogun-era closed country—they refused to see what is happening in the
world,” says Murasawa Yoshihisa, a management consultant. While Japanese cars were once synonymous with
fuel efficiency and therefore environmentalism, they risk coming to stand for climate denialism. Japan’s three
biggest carmakers—Toyota, Honda and Nissan—rank lowest among the top ten global auto companies on
decarbonisation efforts, according to a recent study by Greenpeace, an environmental group.

As Toyota’s experience with the bz4x suggests, designing and building top-of-the-line evs may not be as simple as
the Japanese firms assumed. “They were so overconfident that once they decide to do it, they will dominate

the ev market,” Mr Murasawa says. “But their offerings have turned out to be old-fashioned.” Creating evs that
appeal to consumers requires putting more focus on software, while Japanese firms traditionally prioritise
hardware. Even as they at last start gearing up, Japanese companies are already losing loyal customers. Japanese
brands that “built a legacy” in America have been “caught flat-footed in the context of 2022”,

concludes s&p Global Mobility, an American research outfit. As the study notes, consumers switching to evs in
2022 were largely moving away from Toyota and Honda.
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Ukraine’s coming counter-offensive may shape its future—and Europe’s
It will set the scene for any future peace talks
Apr 20th 2023

Tens of thousands of Ukrainian soldiers are readying for action; checking their kit, writing what might be their last
letters. We do not know when or where, but soon Ukraine will launch its long-planned counter-offensive against
the invaders who squat, illegally and murderously, in almost a fifth of the country. The fate of Ukraine and the
shape of the West’s alliances may depend on what happens in the next few weeks.

Ukraine may never have a better chance than this. The occupiers are weakened; during the past two months,
Russia has marched into a killing zone around Bakhmut, in the Donbas region, and it has so far failed to replace
the tens of thousands of men it has lost there. Vladimir Putin has passed new laws that will make it easier to draft
more cannon fodder, but it will be months before his unlucky new recruits are available for action.

kill [killing] zone FJL [FRA] V— BB L EIZH T, ZLORENES (EFHEINDB) HE, W
EEBEDOBH-ODERML THHI5R.

Ukraine has received a bonanza of nato-standard weapons: tanks, precision missile systems, powerful artillery;
and millions of rounds of ammunition. Fighter planes are on the way, though only from Poland and Slovakia.
America and the main European powers are still holding back, as they did for too long over supplying tanks.

What should Ukraine do with the advantage it currently enjoys? It should try to break, or at least disrupt, the land
bridge that connects Crimea to Russia, via Donbas. Creating this bridge is the only achievement Mr Putin can boast
of for all the Russian blood and treasure he has poured into his war; but it is a considerable one. Without it,
Crimea, a Ukrainian peninsula which he seized and annexed in 2014, is vulnerable, reachable only by sea or via the
Kerch road-and-rail bridge, which someone (presumably Ukraine) partly blew up last October.

The battlefield has been remarkably static for the past five months, since Ukraine drove the Russians back across
the Dnieper in Kherson province in November. This is bad news, because it suggests that the conflict is in danger
of freezing along a new “contact line” that would leave Ukraine challenged along most of its south and east, and
shorn of most of its sea access; a big problem for a country that depends on exporting commodities. Far better for
Ukraine to go into any future talks holding more of an advantage, and with Russia facing a genuine challenge to its
occupation of Crimea. That might convince Mr Putin that if he does not settle, he could lose what he has gained.

The risks are high, though. Ukraine has a limited supply of the surface-to-air missiles needed to deter Russian
bombers. Russia is well dug in along most of the front line, with multiple layers of trenches and dragons-teeth
anti-tank obstacles. When attacking, Ukraine will need its troops to outnumber the defenders, and it can only
muster such numbers in limited areas. Even if it punches through Russia’s defences, it will need to exploit such
breakthroughs carefully, or risk its troops being encircled.

So Ukraine, and its Western backers, should prepare for the possibility that the counter-offensive will yield only
marginal gains, or worse. And even if it does break the land bridge, there is no guarantee that Mr Putin will come
to the negotiating table. He no doubt hopes that if he drags the war on long enough, Western support for Ukraine
will start to wobble.

Ukraine’s backers should not assume that the coming battle will be the last one. It is almost certainly not. Once
the dust settles, Ukraine will still need to secure whatever gains it has made, and stiffen its defences to make
future Russian land grabs more difficult. The fact that Russia’s renewed offensive around Bakhmut has gone so
poorly does not mean that all such attacks will be bungled. America and Europe must make clear that they will
support further military pushes by Ukraine.

And to deter Mr Putin, they should also make plain that they will back Ukraine for many years to come. The
sooner the West starts spelling out the details of the security guarantees it will offer to Ukraine, the better.
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America and Britain (as well as Russia) underwrote Ukraine’s territorial integrity in 1994, and then did nothing as
Mr Putin brazenly violated it in 2014. The next guarantees must be genuine.
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Summary

Ukraine is preparing for a counter-offensive against Russian occupiers, which may determine the country's future
and shape Europe's alliances. With weakened occupiers, Ukraine has a better chance now to break the land bridge
connecting Crimea to Russia via Donbas, and potentially convince Putin to negotiate. However, the risks are high,
and Ukraine has a limited supply of the necessary missiles to deter Russian bombers, and the Russian defenders
are well dug in along the front line. Western powers should prepare for the possibility that the counter-offensive
will yield only marginal gains and make clear that they will support further military pushes by Ukraine to deter
Putin. The next guarantees to Ukraine's territorial integrity must be genuine, and the sooner the West starts
spelling out the details of the security guarantees, the better.

BAREND

An article discusses the upcoming Ukrainian counteroffensive against Russian-backed separatists in the Donbass
region. It is noted that the outcome of this conflict may have significant implications for both Ukraine's and
Europe's future. Ukraine is currently in a strong position due to the weakness of the Russian forces in the area and
its access to NATO-standard weapons. The article suggests that the Ukrainian forces may try to disrupt the bridge
connecting Russia and Crimea, which has been one of Putin's key achievements in the conflict. The article also
highlights the risk of the conflict being frozen along a new "contact line" that would leave Ukraine with limited
access to the sea and dependent on exports. The upcoming negotiations are expected to be crucial for both sides.

Discussion Points for "Ukraine’s coming counter-offensive may shape its future—and Europe’s":

1. Ukraine's military offensive: The article discusses Ukraine's plans for a military offensive against Russian-
backed separatists in the Donbass region. It outlines how this offensive could shape Ukraine's future and the
wider geopolitical situation in Europe.

2. Historical context: The article provides some historical context for the conflict in Donbass, including the
events that led up to the current situation and the various attempts to resolve the conflict through diplomacy.

3. Current situation: The article describes the current situation on the ground in Donbass, including the
ongoing ceasefire violations and the buildup of Russian military forces near the border with Ukraine.

4, Potential consequences: The article discusses the potential consequences of a Ukrainian military
offensive, including the risks of escalation and the impact on civilians in the region. It also explores how the
conflict could impact Europe as a whole, including the potential for a wider conflict involving NATO and Russia.

5. Diplomatic efforts: The article briefly touches on the diplomatic efforts to resolve the conflict, including
the Minsk agreements and the recent talks in Geneva. It notes that a successful military offensive by Ukraine could
give it a stronger position in any future peace talks.

6. International reaction: The article discusses the international reaction to Ukraine's plans for a military
offensive, including the responses from Russia, the United States, and European countries. It also notes that some
countries have expressed concern over the potential for a wider conflict and have called for renewed diplomatic
efforts to resolve the conflict.

with more short messages:
. Ukraine is planning a counter-offensive against Russia in the Donbas region.
. The counter-offensive could determine the future of Ukraine and Europe.
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. Ukraine hopes to regain control of the Donbas region, which has been under Russian-backed separatist
control since 2014.

. The upcoming counter-offensive is expected to be a large-scale operation involving Ukrainian military
forces.

. The success or failure of the counter-offensive could determine the future of Ukraine's relationship with
Russia.

. The counter-offensive will also set the scene for any future peace talks between Ukraine and Russia.

. There are concerns that the conflict could escalate further and involve other countries, leading to a wider
regional conflict.

. The international community, including the United States and European Union, has expressed support for
Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity.

. The situation in Ukraine is a key issue in global politics, with implications for international security and
stability.
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Deaths directly caused by organised violence*
Feb 2022-Feb 2023

10- 1000+ 10,000 ®

*Includes state-based, non-state and one-sided
Source: UCDP conflicts with over 25 total deaths in a year

—
On the run
World, people forced to flee their homes, m

2012 14 16 18 20 22
Source: UNHCR

164



—
Pain, prolonged
World, average length of ongoing conflicts, years

25
20
15
10
5
0
T e e S S R S e 1
1950 60 70 80 90 2000 10 21
Source: International Rescue Committee
—
Multiple menaces
World, number of countries with
two or more conflicts
16
12
8
4
0

———r——r—T—T—T—T—T— T
1950 60 70 80 90 2000 10 21

Source: International Rescue Committee

The world’s deadliest war last year wasn’t in Ukraine
Sudan is not a one-off. There’s a disturbing resurgence in civil wars
Apr 17th 2023 | KAYIN STATE, MYANMAR, AND PORT-AU-PRINCE, HAITI

Fighter jets roar over Khartoum. Bombs rattle the Sudanese capital. Many civilians, sheltering from what may be
the start of a civil war, wonder: “why?”

It is tempting, and correct, to blame individuals. A conflict cannot erupt unless someone starts fighting,

and Sudan has two conspicuous villains. The army’s head is battling a militia boss for control of Africa’s third-
largest country. General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, Sudan’s de facto ruler, runs a military junta that keeps delaying a
promised handover of power to civilians. Muhammad Hamdan Dagalo (better known as “Hemedti”), leads
paramilitaries called the Rapid Support Forces, which in an earlier guise committed genocide in Darfur.

Both sides have the kind of ambition that often leads to bloodshed in countries with few checks and balances.
They crave unaccountable power and the perks that come with it. The army already has a vast, shady business
empire; Hemedti has reportedly made a fortune from gold mines and selling military services abroad. Neither man
seems willing to share power. Each calls the other a “criminal”.

Yet Sudan’s misfortunes are not simply the fault of these two odious men. The country has been tormented by
civil war for most of the time since independence in 1956. It is an example of a global problem: the increasing
persistence of conflict.
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As attention is focused on great-power rivalry between America, Russia and China, conflicts in the rest of the
world are getting worse. The number of people who have been forced to flee their homes has doubled in the past
decade, to roughly 100m. Even as global poverty has retreated, the number of desperate people needing
emergency aid has doubled since 2020, to 340m. Some 80% of this is driven by conflict, estimates the
International Rescue Committee (irc), an ngo.

Since 1945, conflicts have come in three overlapping waves. First, people in European colonies struggled for
independence. Then, rival groups fought for control of these newly independent states. The cold war raised the
stakes: the West backed insurgencies against governments that professed to be Marxist, from Angola to
Nicaragua. The Soviet Union supported anti-capitalist guerrillas and revolutionary regimes on every continent.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, the number of wars fell sharply. So, too, did the estimated number
of deaths in battle. But after 2011 came a third wave. Both the number of wars and their deadliness increased, as
the Arab spring led to conflagrations in the Middle East, a new form of jihadism spread across the Muslim world
and Vladimir Putin resurrected old-fashioned Russian imperialism.

Mr Putin’s invasion of Ukraine is unusual: a straightforward attempt by one state to conquer another and steal its
territory. Most modern armed conflicts are harder to understand. They are usually civil wars, though many involve
foreign meddling. They are largely in poor countries, especially hot ones like Sudan. (Indeed, they form a belt of
pain around the equator—see map) They cause millions of deaths, but exactly how many is hard to estimate. Far
more perish from war-induced hunger or disease than from bullets or shrapnel.

Fighting makes poor places rapidly poorer. A typical five-year civil war reduces income per head by a fifth,
estimates Christopher Blattman of the University of Chicago in his book “Why We Fight”. So it is alarming that
wars are lasting longer (see chart 1). The average ongoing conflict in the mid-1980s had been happening for about
13 years; by 2021 it was nearly 20 years.

There are several plausible reasons for this. First, global norms are eroding. When Russia, a permanent member of
the un Security Council (unsc), brazenly violated the un’s founding charter by invading Ukraine, murdering civilians
and kidnapping children, it showed how much taboos have weakened. When China, another permanent member
of the unsc, called Mr Putin a “dear friend” despite his indictment for war crimes, it confirmed that for some world
powers, might makes right. This emboldens smaller bullies.

In Sudan, for example, hardly anyone has been held to account for mass slaughter during the country’s various
wars, nor for mass rape, nor the widespread enslavement of black Africans by the country’s Arabic-speaking elite.
General Burhan and Hemedsti pretended to listen to popular demands for justice after the overthrow of a former
dictator, Omar al-Bashir, who has since been convicted of corruption. But it seems unlikely that they ever planned
to hand over the reins to civilians, as they were supposed to do last week.

Impunity is not the whole story, however. Other factors are causing conflicts to burn for longer. Climate change is
fuelling fights over water and land. Religious extremism is spreading. Organised criminals are making the world’s
most unstable states even more so. And conflicts are growing more complex.

Between 2001 and 2010 around five countries each year suffered more than one simultaneous war or insurgency.
Now 15 do (see chart 2). Sudan has conflicts in the east, west and south. Complex wars are in general harder to
end. It is not enough to find a compromise that satisfies two parties; a deal may need to please dozens of groups,
any one of which may cock its Kalashnikovs again if unsatisfied.

Civil wars are also becoming more international. In 1991 only 4% of them involved significant foreign forces. By
2021 that had risen 12-fold to 48%, reckons the Uppsala Conflict Data Programme, a research project. In the past
decade this process has been driven partly by America’s retreat from its role as global policeman, and mid-sized
powers filling the vacuum. Russia and Turkey spar over Libya and Syria; Saudi Arabia and Iran have fought a proxy
war in Yemen. In Sudan, Egypt supports General Burhan while Hemedsti is pals with Russia.
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Foreign meddling can be benign, as un peacekeeping operations generally are, even if they often blunder. But
interventions by external powers with selfish agendas tend to make civil wars last longer and cost more lives, finds
David Cunningham of the University of Maryland. The costs for external actors are lower—their own cities are not
being destroyed—so they have less incentive to make peace.

Climate change is aggravating the mayhem. It does not directly cause conflict, but when pastures dry up, herders
drive their hungry cattle farther afield, often encroaching on land claimed by rival ethnic groups. A review of 55
studies by Marshall Burke of Stanford University and others found that a one-standard-deviation increase in local
temperature raises the chance of intergroup conflict by 11% compared with what it would have been at a more
normal temperature.

Globally, some 24m people were displaced by extreme weather in 2021, and the un expects that figure to soar. In
Sudan, some 3m people were displaced by conflict and natural disasters even before the current round of fighting
began.

The bloodiest war in the world last year was not in Ukraine but in Ethiopia, notes Comfort Ero, the head of Crisis
Group, a think-tank. Olusegun Obasanjo, a former president of Nigeria who helped broker a peace deal in
November between the government and the Tigray region, has put deaths at 600,000 between 2020 and 2022. No
estimate for Ukraine is as high.

Mohammed Kamal, an Ethiopian farmer, was ploughing his fields when he heard shooting. Returning to his village,
he found that gunmen had murdered 400 people, mostly women and children. “Only a small number survived,”
he says.

Even if the peace deal holds, which is uncertain, it will not help Mohammed. For the massacre he witnessed was
part of an entirely separate conflict, which is still blazing. While government troops were distracted by the war in
Tigray, members of Ethiopia’s largest ethnic group, the Oromo, revived an old insurgency, and are trying to drive
other ethnic groups out of their home region. Mohammed says the gunmen who killed his neighbours were from
the Oromo Liberation Army (ola), a rebel group; their victims were from the Amhara ethnic group. (The ola denies
involvement.)

If that sounds complicated, it is actually much more so. Ethiopia has more than 90 ethnic groups, many of whose
leaders are tempted to stir up hatred to win control of one of the country’s 11 ethnically based regions. It hosts
hundreds of thousands of refugees from four turbulent neighbours (Eritrea, Somalia, South Sudan and Sudan). The
dictatorship next door (Eritrea) has sent armies to fight against a previous Ethiopian government, and arm-in-arm
with the current one.

War creates a vicious circle. As droughts and floods have devastated rural areas, young men with no prospects
feel more tempted to pick up a gun and grab land or loot. Rebel recruiters understand this only too well. Facebook
accounts linked to ola show videos of young fighters celebrating with stacks of cash they have liberated from
banks. With so many fighters lurking in the bush, kidnapping shopkeepers and murdering officials, businesses flee
the area and public services get even worse. Locals then grow even more frustrated and angry, especially when
the state responds with repression, which it often does.

The holy glimmers of goodbyes

To countries destabilised by bad governments and climate change, extremism adds gelignite. Consider the Sahel, a
vast arid area below the Sahara desert. Five countries—Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Niger and (northern) Nigeria—
suffered droughts in 2022 and the most severe food crisis in 20 years. Nearly 6m people were also hit by floods.
Some 24m in these five countries are “food insecure” (meaning they struggle to feed themselves). In just one sub-
region of Mali, the irc found no fewer than 70 conflicts in late 2021. Half were about land; a third were about
water. A seventh resulted in lots of people being driven from their homes.
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Into this desperate environment have stepped jihadist groups. Since the Arab spring affiliates of al-Qaeda and
(later) Islamic State have spread across the Middle East, Africa and beyond. They promise justice—such as the
restoration of stolen grazing land—in countries where formal courts barely function. Once they have gained a
foothold, they accelerate the collapse of state authority. Between 2020 and 2022 in the five countries mentioned
above, the number of schools that were closed due to violence trebled, to 9,000. Half the region’s children do not
feel safe in school.

In Burkina Faso rival jihadist groups have made much of the country ungovernable. Towns are besieged. The
government’s efforts to vanquish the jihadists often make matters worse. Trucks carrying goods to jihadist-
controlled areas must have a military escort, which may or may not be available. Jihadists block roads and plant
bombs on bridges. All this gums up trade and makes remote areas even poorer. The government’s inability to beat
the jihadists infuriates nearly everyone: the country suffered two coups in 2022.

A similar dynamic afflicts the whole of the Sahel. Instability is infectious. Farmers displaced by climate change
cross unmarked borders and spark clashes. Jihadists seek havens in neighbouring countries. Their ideas spread
rapidly online and in radical madrassas.

Western powers have tried to help, but failed. In November 2022 France gave up on Operation Barkhane, a
military intervention to help the governments of Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania and Niger suppress
jihadists. Earlier that year Mali’s new military regime ordered French troops out and welcomed help from Russia’s
Wagner mercenary group, which has already been accused of massacring civilians.

Sebastian von Einsiedel of the United Nations University in Tokyo argues that the spread of jihadist groups makes
it harder to end wars. Their demands are often impossible to meet, their footsoldiers are fanatical, and external
mediators hate dealing with terrorists.

For rebel groups with no religious inspiration, mammon provides motive enough to take up arms. A study by
James Fearon of Stanford University finds that civil wars in which a major rebel force earns money fromiillicit
drugs or minerals tend to last longer. And the globalisation of crime has made it “easier than ever before” for such
groups to get their hands on guns and cash, notes Mr von Einsiedel.

Government forces are often greedy, too. Among the reasons why Congo’s war is “self-perpetuating”, argues
Jason Stearns in his book “The War That Doesn’t Say Its Name”, is that officers are paid a pittance but can make
fortunes from embezzlement and extortion when deployed to combat zones. Locals complain about the
“pompier-pyromane” (firefighter-pyromaniac) problem: regional strongmen who start a fire so the central
government has to negotiate with them to put it out.

An extreme example of the links between crime and conflict is Haiti. In 2021 its president, Jovenel Moise, was
assassinated. No one knows who ordered the hit, but many suspect a link to the drug trade. The country has been
in chaos since. Gangs that once dominated only slums now control much of the capital, Port-au-Prince. They have
seized roads, market places and anywhere convenient for extorting money from terrified civilians. Joe, a school
director who prefers to stay anonymous, describes how his school received a bullet in an envelope, with a demand
for $50,000 protection money to keep classes open. “On the spot, we had to close the school until further notice,”
he sighs.

Haiti’s prime minister, Ariel Henry, is begging for a foreign military intervention to help the police restore order.
Many locals would welcome it. Ralph Senecal, the boss of a private ambulance firm, who was kidnapped in
October, says that only American troops can restore order. However, opposition groups fear that such an
intervention would only prop up Mr Henry, who seized power after Moise’s death and is widely regarded as
illegitimate.

One country in Asia illustrates all the ills that make civil wars endure. In an old wooden farm house near the Thai-
Myanmar border, Ko Khaht is boiling chicken and rice. When it is cooked, he liquidises it, sucks it up with a syringe
and feeds it to his injured comrade, who is missing part of his skull and cannot move or speak.
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Myanmar is home to some of the world’s oldest insurgencies, and some of the newest. Ko Khaht belongs to the
People’s Defence Force (pdf), which was set up after a military junta seized power in 2021. It is the armed wing of
the National Unity Government, a parallel state of activists, politicians and ethnic leaders that aims to restore
democracy. He joined it after he saw soldiers murder a man in front of his home. He packed a small bag and fled
to the Thai border, where he worked in a bomb-disposal unit. He has lost his right hand, and his skin is
pockmarked by shrapnel.

Myanmar’s strife is staggeringly complex. Perhaps 200 armed groups control slices of territory or are fighting to
overthrow the government. Some are armies seeking autonomy for large ethnic groups; others are local militias
trying to defend a single village. The country has not had a conflict-free year since independence in 1948. Even
compared with this violent past, though, norms have atrophied in the past two years. “There’s a new level of
brutality, with the tone set at the top,” says Richard Horsey of Crisis Group.

In March a company calling itself the “Ogre column” was dropped into Sagaing, central Myanmar. They went on a
killing, raping and torturing spree. But rebels say such atrocities only serve to strengthen their resolve.

Climate change is at work: the insurgency has gained strength in the central dry zone, which has been made
poorer by drought. Crime, too, gives many fighters a reason to keep fighting. The army is deeply enmeshed in
heroin and jade smuggling, as are some ethnic militias. Mr Horsey expects the war “to grind on for a generation to
come”.

No prayers nor bells

The world is not short of ideas for how to end wars. Find a respected mediator. Start unofficial talks long before
the belligerents are prepared to meet publicly. Include more women and civil-society groups in the peace process.
Accept that any peace deal is likely to be ugly. “Excluding people you don’t like from politics doesn’t work,” notes
David Miliband, the head of the irc. Purging the Iraqi army of all supporters of Saddam Hussein’s regime was a
mistake, as was trying to build a system in Afghanistan without the Taliban. But the most important measures
(build functional states in war-torn countries, curb climate change) could take decades to implement.

And global efforts to promote peace are hobbled by the fact that two veto-wielding members of the unsc are
serial human-rights abusers that object to interference in the internal affairs of blood-spattered regimes. Russia
has used its unsc veto 23 times in the past decade, scotching resolutions to allow more aid into Syria, investigate
war crimes in the Balkans and (of course) to uphold Ukraine’s sovereignty. China has issued nine. America has
issued three, mostly to protect Israel; France and Britain, none at all. In 2001-10, when Mr Putin’s imperial
ambitions were more limited and Xi Jinping was not yet in power, Russia issued only four vetoes; China, two.

A French proposal to suspend the veto when mass atrocities are occurring passed the un’s general assembly last
year, but has no way past Mr Putin’s veto pen. The world is entering what Mr Miliband calls “an age of impunity”.
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Summary

. Sudan is currently experiencing a civil war between the military junta led by General Abdel Fattah al-
Burhan and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces led by Muhammad Hamdan Dagalo.

. Civil wars have been a persistent problem in Sudan since its independence in 1956 and are part of a global
trend of increasing conflict.

. The number of people forced to flee their homes due to conflict has doubled in the past decade, and the
number of people needing emergency aid due to conflict has also doubled since 2020.

. Wars make poor countries even poorer, reducing income per head by an estimated fifth during a typical
five-year civil war.

. Wars are lasting longer, with the average ongoing conflict lasting nearly 20 years in 2021 compared to
about 13 years in the mid-1980s.

. Global norms are eroding, with powerful countries like Russia and China violating UN charters and
emboldening smaller bullies.

. Factors like climate change, religious extremism, and organized crime are fueling conflicts and making
them more complex.

. Civil wars are becoming more international, with more countries experiencing multiple simultaneous wars
or insurgencies.

. The holy glimmers of goodbyes

. To countries destabilised by bad governments and climate change, extremism adds gelignite.

. Consider the Sahel, a vast arid area below the Sahara desert.

. Five countries—Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Niger and (northern) Nigeria—suffered droughts in 2022 and
the most severe food crisis in 20 years.

. Nearly 6m people were also hit by floods.

. Some 24m in these five countries are “food insecure” (meaning they struggle to feed themselves).

. In just one sub-region of Mali, the irc found no fewer than 70 conflicts in late 2021.

. Half were about land; a third were about water.

. A seventh resulted in lots of people being driven from their homes.

. Into this desperate environment have stepped jihadist groups.

. Since the Arab spring affiliates of al-Qaeda and (later) Islamic State have spread across the Middle East,
Africa and beyond.

. They promise justice—such as the restoration of stolen grazing land—in countries where formal courts
barely function.

. Once they have gained a foothold, they accelerate the collapse of state authority.

. Between 2020 and 2022 in the five countries mentioned above, the number of schools that were closed
due to violence trebled, to 9,000.

. Half the region’s children do not feel safe in school.

. In Burkina Faso rival jihadist groups have made much of the country ungovernable.

. The government’s efforts to vanquish the jihadists often make matters worse.

. Trucks carrying goods to jihadist-controlled areas must have a military escort, which may or may not be
available.
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. Jihadists block roads and plant bombs on bridges.

. All this gums up trade and makes remote areas even poorer.

. The government’s inability to beat the jihadists infuriates nearly everyone: the country suffered two
coups in 2022.

. A similar dynamic afflicts the whole of the Sahel.

. Instability is infectious.

. Farmers displaced by climate change cross unmarked borders and spark clashes.

. Jihadists seek havens in neighboring countries.

. Their ideas spread rapidly online and in radical madrassas.

. Western powers have tried to help, but failed.

. In November 2022 France gave up on Operation Barkhane, a military intervention to help the
governments of Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania and Niger suppress jihadists.

. Sebastian von Einsiedel of the United Nations University in Tokyo argues that the spread of jihadist groups
makes it harder to end wars.

. Their demands are often impossible to meet, their foot soldiers are fanatical, and external mediators hate
dealing with terrorists.

. For rebel groups with no religious inspiration, mammon provides motive enough to take up arms.

. A study by James Fearon of Stanford University finds that civil wars in which a major rebel force earns
money from illicit drugs or minerals tend to last longer.

. And the globalization of crime has made it “easier than ever before” for such groups to get their hands on
guns and cash, notes Mr von Einsiedel.

. Government forces are often greedy, too.

. Among the reasons why Congo’s war is “self-perpetuating”, argues Jason Stearns in his book “The War

That Doesn’t Say Its Name”, is that officers are paid a pittance but can make fortunes from embezzlement and
extortion when deployed to combat zones.
. Locals complain about the “pompier-pyromane”
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How to ask for a bribe without asking for a bribe
In southern Africa try invoking thirst; in west Africa, religion
Apr 20th 2023 | ABUJA

“Corruption is our biggest enemy and is not welcome here.” So goes the slogan of Malawi’s most recent anti-graft
campaign. Similar messages can be found in public places in many other African countries. In some, such as South
Africa and Kenya, citizens are encouraged to call hotlines to report kickbacks.

In most African countries citizens tell pollsters that graft is getting worse. High-profile scandals among bigwigs are
one reason for that, though it may also be that dodgy deals are being uncovered more often, rather than
becoming more common. For most people, though, it is because they still face regular shakedowns from officials
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and the police. Fully one in four Africans who used public services or interacted with police told pollsters they had
paid a bribe in the previous year, according to a report in 2019 by Transparency International, a Berlin-based ngo.
Still, widespread anti-corruption efforts do at least pose awkward questions to the determinedly unscrupulous.
For example, how do you best ask for a bribe when you are sitting under an anti-corruption poster?

Some still trust in impunity. “Give me something,” demands a woman X-raying bags at Enugu airport in Nigeria,
conceding impressively little to anti-graft efforts. Others make small concessions to subtlety. “Can you help me?”
asks an immigration officer in Abuja, Nigeria’s capital.

Others seem to have grown wary of making blunt demands amid the campaigns against graft. One approach is to
talk about something other than money. Some officials, for example, like to keep citizens well abreast of their
food and drink preferences. “I really want to drink a Nescafe,” declares an airport security guard six times as he
frisks your correspondent in Burkina Faso. In Uganda traffic police find ways to mention their favourite soda. In
South Africa such requests are so common that bribes for driving offences are known as “cold drink money”.

Those wishing for a little more deniability like to imply the drink might not be for them. In Kenya police sometimes
ask for chai ya wazee (“tea for the elders”). In Nigeria police officers might suggest that they are simply trying to
do their job by saying they need fuel for their patrol vehicle. All still expect cash.

Skilled exponents of extortion often approach their targets with an amiable air. “Are you my friend?” asks a
smiling traffic cop in Nigeria. Having elicited a solicitous “Yes, sir”, he swiftly delivers his demand for a bung.
Others mix a measure of concern with a pinch of menace. “We are here for you,” says a policeman to a motorist,
even as he prevents him from moving on.

Religion can be surprisingly useful to those looking to subtly request a sweetener. Some might invoke Christian
charity with an innocent-sounding inquiry: “Anything for Sunday?” Others cloak their extortion as a request

to "bless the table.”

Foreigners can sometimes feign ignorance by, for instance, taking the request for a drink literally by handing over
a bottle or promising to return with a can when next passing that way. Those who come from rich countries are
seldom pressed too hard, since arresting or roughing them up would lead to consular protests. Many locals, alas,
have no such privilege.
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Summary

Many African countries have launched anti-corruption campaigns and encourage citizens to report kickbacks, but
most people still face regular bribes from officials and police. One in four Africans who used public services or
interacted with police reported paying a bribe in the previous year. Officials have become more subtle in their
demands for bribes, sometimes mentioning food and drink preferences or implying that the requested money is
for a patrol vehicle or elders. Skilled extortionists may approach their targets amiably and use religion to subtly
request bribes. Foreigners may feign ignorance, but locals are not afforded the same privilege.

Discussion points of the article "How to ask for a bribe without asking for a bribe" are:

1. The prevalence of corruption in African countries, as highlighted by Transparency International's 2019
report.

2. The irony of anti-corruption campaigns and posters in countries where bribery is rampant.

3. Various tactics used by officials to solicit bribes from citizens, such as mentioning food or drink
preferences, invoking religion, or feigning concern.

4, The challenges faced by foreigners and locals in resisting or reporting corruption.

5. The negative impact of corruption on economic development, social inequality, and public trust in
institutions.
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Ths Economis!

Henry Kissinger explains how to avoid world war three
America and China must learn to live together. They have less than ten years
May 17th 2023 | NEW YORK

Summary

Renowned diplomat Henry Kissinger, in an interview with The Economist, expresses concerns about the growing
antagonism between the United States and China. He believes that both countries view each other as strategic
dangers, and warns that they are on a path to great-power confrontation. Kissinger emphasizes the urgent need
for the two nations to find a way to coexist peacefully within the next five to ten years, as the rapid progress of
artificial intelligence (Al) and the shifting balance of power could potentially lead to catastrophic consequences.
He suggests that diplomacy, restraint, and a small group of advisers working together tacitly could help avoid
conflict. Kissinger also discusses China's ambitions, emphasizing that they seek power rather than world
domination, and urges the US to acknowledge China's interests rather than aim for regime change. He further
addresses the situation in Ukraine, calling for a lasting peace that involves Ukraine joining NATO and a
rapprochement between Europe and Russia. Kissinger sees China potentially playing a mediating role in the
Ukraine conflict and highlights the importance of dialogue between China and the US on Al to prevent global
destruction.

Mr. Kissinger emphasizes the urgent need for dialogue between China and the United States to address the
challenges posed by emerging technologies, particularly artificial intelligence (Al). He believes that within the next
five years, Al will become a critical factor in global security. The potential destructive power of Al is comparable to
the invention of printing, which played a role in the devastating wars of the 16th and 17th centuries.

According to Mr. Kissinger, the current world lacks settled principles to establish order as the balance of power
and the technological basis of warfare rapidly shift. Without a shared understanding, nations may resort to force,
leading to catastrophic consequences. He draws a parallel between the present situation and the pre-World War |
era, where any disturbance of the delicate equilibrium could trigger a devastating conflict.

To avoid such a scenario, Mr. Kissinger suggests several measures. First, he urges leaders to accurately assess the
growing restlessness in China and understand that China's leadership seeks to attain maximum strength and be
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respected for their accomplishments. While China's ambitions are not aimed at world domination in a Hitlerian
sense, Mr. Kissinger acknowledges the need for diplomacy and military strength to prevent any potential conflicts.
Regarding the relationship between China and the United States, Mr. Kissinger recommends establishing a
permanent dialogue and aiming to coexist without the threat of all-out war. He suggests focusing on lowering
tensions, building confidence, and developing a working relationship between the two countries. The situation
regarding Taiwan is highlighted as an urgent test, where careful management is required to avoid escalation and
maintain stability.

Mr. Kissinger acknowledges that finding common ground between China and the United States is challenging.
While issues like climate change and the economy are important, he believes they may not create sufficient
confidence or help establish a balance between the two superpowers. He warns against an all-or-nothing attitude
and emphasizes the need to acknowledge China's interests without seeking regime change.

Furthermore, Mr. Kissinger addresses the war in Ukraine and the need to bring it to an end while preventing
future conflicts. He criticizes the decision to leave open the membership of Ukraine in NATO without a clear plan,
which destabilized the region. He suggests that Ukraine joining NATO could be a means of both restraining and
protecting it. Additionally, he emphasizes the importance of fostering a rapprochement between Europe and
Russia to establish a stable eastern border.

In terms of diplomacy over Ukraine, Mr. Kissinger suggests that China may position itself to mediate between
Russia and Ukraine due to its national interest. While China and Russia share suspicion of the United States, they
also have an inherent distrust of one another. Despite their differences, China's involvement in Ukraine diplomacy
indicates its efforts to create its own world order and avoid clashing with the United States.

Overall, Mr. Kissinger's approach emphasizes the importance of dialogue, understanding each side's interests, and
finding common ground to prevent great-power confrontation and maintain global stability. He believes that the
fate of humanity depends on whether the United States and China can learn to coexist peacefully and manage the
challenges posed by emerging technologies and shifting power dynamics.
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Discussion points for the given sentences include:
1. Henry Kissinger's expertise and experience in international affairs.
2. The growing antagonism between America and China and the potential for a superpower war.
3. The need for America and China to learn to live together and avoid conflict.
4. The role of artificial intelligence (Al) and its potential to supercharge the rivalry between China and
America.

5. The shifting balance of power and technological basis of warfare in the world.

6. Theimportance of hard-headed diplomacy and shared values in preventing ruinous conflicts.

7. China's perception of America as a strategic danger and America's view of China as scheming to supplant
its power.

8. China's ambition for power and influence on the global stage, as well as its resentment of Western rules
and order.

9. The Confucian nature of Chinese leadership and their focus on attaining maximum strength and respect.
10. The possibility of coexistence between China and the United States without all-out war.

11. The importance of resolving the Taiwan issue and the delicate balance between the two powers.

12. The need for restraint, dialogue, and a working relationship between China and America.

13. The potential consequences of a collapsed communist regime in China and the risk of ideological conflict.
14. The importance of recognizing China's interests and avoiding an all-or-nothing approach.
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15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

The Ukraine conflict and the need for a peaceful resolution that involves restraining Ukraine and a
rapprochement between Europe and Russia.

China's interest in Russia's stability and its potential role in mediating the Ukraine conflict.

The role of artificial intelligence in global security and its potential for unprecedented destructiveness.
The need to address the potential risks and limitations of Al to prevent global disasters.

The lack of limitations in modern warfare and the vulnerability of all adversaries.

The urgency of finding solutions and establishing a stable world order to avoid catastrophic
consequences.
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